
The Hon. Dr. Carolyn Bennett, P.C., M.P.
Minister of State, (Public Health)
Health Canada
14th Floor, Brooke Claxton Building (Postal Locator 0914C)
Tunney's Pasture
Ottawa, Ontario  K1A 0K9
Fax. 613-948-8445

March 3, 2004

Dear Dr. Carolyn Bennett,

The Canadian Partnership for Children’s Health and the Environment (CPCHE) would like to congratulate you on
your appointment as Canada’s first Minister of Public Health and head of the new federal public health agency
currently under development.  We feel that this represents an important step forward for the health of Canadians.
Designed to protect public health, we believe that this new agency should house a program that specializes in
environmental health issues in general and in children’s environmental health issues in particular.

CPCHE is an affiliation of non-governmental organizations and local health departments with expertise in issues
related to children, health, public health and the environment that have come together to form a united voice to
address the impact that environmental contaminants are having on child health in Canada.  To better understand
some of our goals, we enclose for you CPCHE's recent submission to Senator Landon Pearson for Canada's
National Plan of Action on Children.

We feel that this new federal agency must address environmental health issues because so many aspects of public
health are affected by the natural and built environments, and by human impacts upon those environments.  The
tragedy in Walkerton, the rapid rise of West Nile Virus in recent years, and the continuing problems with air
pollution in communities across the country are all reminders of the many ways in which our environmental
conditions and our impact on them, can adversely affect public health.

The new federal agency must also specifically address children’s environmental health issues because there are
growing concerns that children are being harmed by exposure to low levels of toxic contaminants that are present
in food, water, air, consumer products and soil.  Research conducted in recent years has demonstrated that
children are uniquely vulnerable to toxic contaminants because of differences in their behaviour, metabolism and
development.  In these respects, children are not “little adults” and their special vulnerabilities have been
recognized by organizations such as the United States Centers for Disease Control and the World Health
Organization.

Within Canada, there are times when environmental health issues related to both adults and children are falling
through the cracks because they do not fall clearly under the authority of either Environment Canada or Health
Canada.  CPCHE members would like to see the new federal agency for public health fill this important role in
health protection and disease prevention.  We would encourage you to include both an environmental health
program and a children’s environmental health focus in the new agency.

We would appreciate an opportunity to meet with you to discuss your new position and the role that this new
Ministry may play to protect the environmental health and well-being of Canadians and children in particular.
Tonya Surman, CPCHE Partnership Director can be reached at 416-760-2887 ext.222 and will call you within the
next two weeks in the hopes of setting up a meeting.

Sincerely,

Members of the Canadian Partnership for Children’s Health and Environment (CPCHE)

cc. Michael Spowart, Chief of Staff, Minister of State for Public Health



Canadian Partnership for Children’s Health and the Environment

The following is the current membership of the Canadian Partnership for Children’s Health and Environment.
CPCHE is an affiliation of group working to improve children’s health and environment. (For more information
about CPCHE go to the web site at www.healthyenvironmentforkids.ca.)

Canadian Association of
Physicians for the
Environment (CAPE)

            

CAPE is a group of physicians, allied health care practitioners and citizens
committed to a healthy and sustainable environment.  As an organization composed
mostly of physicians, CAPE brings its health expertise to environmental issues, and
is an important voice for environmental health in Canada.  CAPE addresses issues of
environmental degradation by educating health care professionals and the public and
advocating for stronger environmental policy (www.cape.ca). Children's
environmental health is CAPE's priority issue, and it informs all the education and
advocacy that CAPE does in working for a healthier environment. 

Canadian Child Care
Federation (CCCF)

              

 
CCCF is a national, non-profit, membership-based organization whose mission is to
improve the quality of child care services for Canadian families (www.cccf-
fcsge.ca). Since 1987, it has developed bilingual resources and training materials
that support quality early childhood education learning and care. It continues to
create networks with others working to support children’s healthy development.
CCCF has 9,500 members working in a variety of child care settings including child
care centres, family day homes, pre-schools, nursery schools and after-school
programs. Members also teach at Canadian colleges and universities.

Canadian Environmental
Law Association (CELA)

              

CELA is a non-profit public interest organization, founded in 1970.  It is an
environmental law clinic  within Legal Aid Ontario - dedicated to providing legal
services to low income people and disadvantaged communities, as well as
advancing the cause for strong environmental protection through advocacy,
education and law reform.  In addition to providing direct legal representation and
summary advice, CELA's law reform and public educational mandates are to ensure
access to environmental justice and protecting citizens’ environmental rights. 

Canadian Institute of Child
Health

             

The CICH has worked, for the past 25 years, to improve the health and well-being of
children. Its many publications and resources for parents and health professionals
have acted as a dedicated voice in pursuit of this goal.   Its role in child and family
health involves working with governments to ensure the right kinds of policies are
developed; working with professionals and educators to equip them with the best in
research and programs; and reaching out to families to help with the crucial task of
nurturing, protecting, educating, and empowering our children.  CICH projects and
activities focus on healthy child development; and healthy and safe environments.  It
holds a determined motivation to give all children the best possible future.

Health Promotion and
Environmental Protection
Office (City of Toronto, Public
Health)

The HP&EPO – formerly known as the Environmental Protection Office (EPO) – of
Toronto Public Health is a multidisciplinary team with expertise in toxicology,
epidemiology, occupational health, social sciences, program evaluation and health
promotion.  Its mandate is to help create healthy sustainable environments that can
meet the health needs of the city’s present population, along with those of future
generations.

Learning Disabilities
Association of Canada
(LDAC)

LDAC is a national, non-profit, volunteer-based organization founded in 1963 with
the mission of representing persons with learning disabilities and those who support
them.  The LDAC activities include the collection and dissemination of information
on learning disabilities in the areas of prevention, early identification, assessment,
education, intervention, social interaction, health, coping skills, family support,
advocacy, transitions, employment, and justice to consumers, parents, professionals,
various levels of government, and other agencies.  It has published a number of
manuals, guides, self-help and reference books to meet growing needs, and has

http://www.healthyenvironmentforkids.ca/


       

developed screening and teaching tools to increase the literacy skills of adults with
learning disabilities.

Ontario College of Family
Physicians

       

The Ontario College of Family Physicians (OCFP) is the Ontario Chapter of the
College of Family Physicians of Canada (CFPC). The OCFP is a provincial,
voluntary, not-for -profit organization whose mandate includes undergraduate, post-
graduate education, the continuing professional development of family physicians
and the maintenance of high standards of medical care and education in family
practice.  The OCFP is the voice of family medicine in Ontario and represents more
than 6,800 family physicians who provide patient care for remote, rural, suburban,
urban and inner city communities throughout Ontario. The building and maintenance
of high standards of practice, the continuing professional development of our
members and improved access to high quality family medicine services for all
residents of Ontario are at the heart of our organization.

Ontario Public Health
Association
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Founded in 1949, the Ontario Public Health Association (OPHA) is a voluntary,
charitable, non-profit association. OPHA is an organization of individuals and
Constituent Associations from various sectors and disciplines that have an interest in
improving the health of the people of Ontario. The mission of the organization is to
provide leadership on issues affecting the public's health and to strengthen the
impact of people who are active in public and community health throughout Ontario.

Pollution Probe Foundation

    

Pollution Probe is a Canadian environmental organization that defines
environmental problems through research, promotes understanding through
education, and presses for practical solutions through advocacy.  It asserts a
dedication to achieving positive and tangible environmental change.  Designed on a
partnership-building platform, the Foundation engages government agencies, private
businesses and other non-profit organizations that have a legitimate interest in an
issue to help find solutions.  Headed by a Board of Directors and an Advisory
Board, this donor-based organization seeks to represent the needs of the general
public.  It prides itself on a non-partisan, though politically engaged, approach; and
strives toward fair-minded, results oriented endeavours.  Pollution Probe has four
major programmes: Air; Water; Energy; and Indoor Environments.  It is also
working on several special initiatives including an Environment and Child Health
Programme.  The goal is to serve the needs of both our own and future generations
for a clean and healthy environment.

South Riverdale
Community Health Centre
(SRCHC)

           

The SRCHC is a community-controlled organization that believes health is a state of
physical, mental and social well being.  It holds that the health centre’s role is to
provide quality primary care while engaging in clinical, social, economic, political,
cultural, and educational initiatives that promote health.  They adopt the World
Health Organization's definition of health – health is a state of complete physical,
mental and social well-being and not merely an absence of disease or infirmity.
Health is a fundamental human right.  It is central to social, economic and personal
development.
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