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Introduction 
♦Over 23,000 chemicals in use in Canada
♦Problems with some include cancer, birth 

defects, etc.
♦Ontario situation:

– # 2 in North America for release of 
developmental/reproductive toxicants

– # 4 in North America for release of 
known/suspected carcinogens

– 36% of air/50% of water discharges in Canada
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Pollution and Income as Health 
Determinants

♦Living in poverty has been shown to be a 
major determinant of health in the Great 
Lakes Basin

♦Exposure to high levels of pollution also has 
been shown to be a determinant of health in 
the Great Lakes Basin

♦See “An Examination of Pollution and 
Poverty in the Great Lakes Basin” (2008) 

♦< http://pollutionwatch.org >

http://pollutionwatch.org/
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Pollution and Income as Health 
Determinants Locally

♦The provincial problem may be duplicated 
to a greater or lesser degree at the local 
level in communities like Brantford
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Poverty and Pollution
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What this workshop is about

♦Learning how to keep tabs on your local 
situation is part of the purpose of this 
workshop

♦Learning about and exercising your legal 
rights once an issue is identified is a further 
part of the purpose of this workshop
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What we want to avoid
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What is PollutionWatch?
♦ Tracking pollution is a critical activity given the 

potential for serious & irreversible harm to human 
health & the environment from the release of 
pollutants

♦ PollutionWatch is a website maintained by CELA 
and Environmental Defence

♦ The data contained in this website comes from 
industries that are required to report their releases 
& transfers of pollutants to the government of 
Canada
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Using PollutionWatch
♦You can use PollutionWatch to help you get 

answers about pollutants in your community
♦You can map, identify, and rank facilities in 

your area that report releases or transfers of 
pollutants to the federal government

♦You can also use PollutionWatch to identify 
trends on releases and transfers over time

♦PollutionWatch: 
♦< http://pollutionwatch.org >

http://pollutionwatch.org/
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What is the EBR?
♦The Environmental Bill of Rights (EBR) is 

a provincial law that recognizes the right of 
members of the public to participate in 
government environmental decisions (such 
as the issuance of approvals, licences, or 
permits to industry)

♦The EBR Registry is an online database 
where environmentally significant proposals 
and decisions are posted and may be viewed
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How the EBR Registry works
♦Accessible to the public by internet, the 

EBR Registry is a searchable electronic 
database of the Ontario government’s 
environmentally significant proposals and 
decisions

♦ If business is asking the government for a 
permit to undertake activities that could 
affect health or the environment, the public 
are notified via the Registry
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How the EBR Registry works (cont.)

♦ If you want to know if a company in your 
area is asking the Ministry of the 
Environment for permission to release 
substances to a river or into the air, you can 
also type in the company’s name and find 
this information out 

♦< http://www.ebr.on.ca >

http://www.ebr.on.ca/
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How the EBR works
♦The EBR requires that government give 

notice to the public (via the EBR registry) 
of requests by industry for issuance of 
approvals, permits, or licences

♦The public has a right to comment on these 
proposals before they may be approved

♦ If approved, the public may apply for leave 
to appeal certain of these decisions and if 
leave is granted a hearing is held
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How the EBR works (cont.)
♦ The EBR also recognizes the right of the public to 

request a review of an existing approval, permit, 
or licence held by a company 

♦ The EBR further recognizes a right in the public to 
ask government to investigate alleged violations of 
environmental laws by industry

♦ If not satisfied with the government response the 
public can sue a polluter for causing 
environmental harm to a public resource

♦ If the harm is caused by a public nuisance, you 
can sue for damages (monetary compensation) in 
certain circumstances
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Conclusions 

♦There are a variety of means by which the 
public may find out about pollution in their 
community

♦There are a variety of means by which the 
public may participate in environmentally 
significant decisions in their community
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Demonstrations 

♦PollutionWatch demonstration 
♦EBR Registry demonstration 



17

PollutionWatch: Nanticoke



18

Nanticoke Air Pollutants
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Nanticoke to Brantford
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Industrial Facilities 20 km from 
Brantford Emitting Air Pollutants 
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EBR Registry: Brantford e.g.s
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EBR Registry: Brantford egs.
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