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Greetings: 
 
I am writing you regarding the proposed amendments to General Regulation 334 under 
the Environmental Assessment Act to remove regulatory duplication of forest 
management requirements in Ontario.  
 
After careful consideration, the Minister of the Environment, Conservation and Parks 
has made a decision to exempt forestry activities by regulation and revoke Declaration 
Order MNR-75 under the Environmental Assessment Act. The exemption regulation and 
revocation of Declaration Order MNR-75 came into effect on July 1, 2020. 
 
This exemption will apply to the boundaries outlined in the attached map (an area that 
includes sections of central and Northern Ontario, between the Quebec and Manitoba 
borders).  
 
This change is part of our broader vision for modernizing Ontario’s environmental 
assessment program, which includes the following goals: 
 

• Ensure better alignment between the level of assessment and level of 
environmental risk associated with a project. 

• Eliminate duplication between Environmental Assessment and other planning 
and approvals processes. 

• Find efficiencies in the Environmental Assessment process and related planning 
and approvals processes to shorten the timelines from start to finish and using a     
one-window approach. 

 
We are committed to reducing duplication and administrative burden for the forestry 
sector while ensuring that forest management in Ontario continues in a way that is 
protective of our environment.  
 



 

In December 2019, the Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry and the Ministry of 
the Environment, Conservation and Parks contacted your community to inform you 
about these proposed changes as part of the broader Forest Sector Strategy. We 
invited your community to in-person Indigenous-focused engagement sessions that 
were held in early 2020. We appreciated the input we received from community 
representatives during these sessions.  
 
In addition to direct letters to your community about the proposal, the proposed 
amendments were also posted on the Environmental Registry from December 20, 2019 
to February 18, 2020. The comment period was extended to March 13, 2020 for 
Indigenous communities and organizations. 

During the comment period, the Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks 
received comments from Indigenous communities, government agencies, businesses 
and members of the public on its exemption proposal. Additional comments were 
received by email or during in person engagement sessions. 
 
Overall, the comments received were supportive of eliminating duplication in the forest 
management planning process. However, the ministry also received concerns about the 
exemption related to: 
 

• reduction of environmental oversight; and,  
• loss of issues resolution opportunity through the request for Individual 

Environmental Assessment process. 
 

Decision to exempt forestry activities covered by Declaration Order MNR-75  
 
Our decision to exempt by regulation forestry activities covered by Declaration Order 
MNR-75 is based on the assessment that the exemption will remove duplication 
between Environmental Assessment Act requirements and the Ministry of Natural 
Resources and Forestry’s forest policy framework.  
 
Examples of duplicative activities that the changes will address include: 
 

• public consultation in the preparation of a Forest Management Plan 
• planning of forestry access roads  
• certification, review and approval of Forest Management Planning 

documents 
• amending Forest Management Plans 
• requirements for annual operations 

 
The changes will allow the Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry to be the primary 
source of direction and issues resolution for forest management in Ontario. The detailed 
technical direction for forest management and its planning will continue to be applied 



 

through the Forest Management Planning Manual regulated under the Crown Forest 
Sustainability Act. 
 
With the exemption, the Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry will continue to 
monitor and undertake reviews of the issues resolution process to ensure concerns are 
being addressed, and continue to regularly review its policies and guides, as well as 
monitor forest management activities to identify opportunities for improvement. 
 
These changes will not affect the Crown’s ability to fulfill any duty to consult obligations 
related to forest management on Crown lands in Ontario.  
 
For more information on the government’s decision, please see/read the complete 
decision notice at https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-0961. If you have any questions, 
please contact Shannon Gauthier at 416-314-0897 or Shannon.Gauthier@ontario.ca. 
 
We thank you for your attention and interest in Ontario’s forest management activities.  
 
Sincerely,  
 

 
 
Annamaria Cross 
Director, Environmental Assessment Modernization 
 
Attachment: Area of Undertaking Map 
 
c: Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry 
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