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Virtual 
Learning 
Place

• So what are we going to share today, while we are 
together?

• Michi Saagiig (Mississauga) Perspective

• Understanding Definitions of Conservation 

• Values based approach and Natural Law

• Indigenous Knowledge Systems

• Close with a Fireside Chat and some ideas to leave you 
with

3



4

So where to begin?

• I think it is best to start by taking a few minutes to 
brainstorm, what you believe is the definition of 
CONSERVATION.

• We will use this word generator to help illustrate our 
ideas. 
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Our 
understanding of 
conservation and 

how to practice 
it.

Please remember that this is from a Michi Saagiig 
perspective not all Indigenous people 

This may be different from what 
you initially expected, but I want 
you to start thinking of this 
through the world view of 
cultural and individual survival!
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Indigenous Practices 
of Conservation

• Indigenous peoples have through generations developed patterns of 
resource use and resource management that reflect local intimate 
knowledge of the geography in which they inhabit.  We do not 
create models or frameworks to broadcast across the landscape (for 
example recreational fishing zones).

• Indigenous Peoples are not preservationist as many people believe. 
We are conservationist because we know we must use the resource 
while leaving enough to guarantee the survival for future 
generations.
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Traditional Indigenous 
Values Pertaining to the 
Environment
Acknowledge the gifts of the earth and be grateful in 
words and deeds. Your first obligation in life is caring for 
the earth.
• Replace what you take;
• Take only what you need and share the surplus;
• Let the earth rest when shortages are observed;
• Do not expect more every year;
• Do not harvest the first of what you are looking for;
• Take a little of what is abundant, less of what is not and 

almost nothing of what is rare;
• Leave the earth as you found it. Do not desecrate your 

home, garden and hunting ground nor those of other 
beings and

• Consider 7 generations ahead before acting.
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• If you abuse or misuse or forget to use these gifts or species then they will be 
taken away…

Elders tell us…



Contoso
S u i t e s 9

So has this changed your ideas 

around the term CONSERVATION?

Please share.
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• “We are connected to the land and to the animals. In spirit, we are one. Our ties with the land and animals 
help us survive. Listen and feel for the ancestors’ guidance. We are all connected.” 

• Let us  start at the beginning…
• Our guiding philosophy throughout our culture are based in story telling. The explanation on the ways of 

nature and other sources of life are embedded in the stories, language and practices of every Indigenous 
person on Mother Earth.

• Remember from the Michi Saagiig viewpoint, we are a people of place. 
• We share this sense of place through our customs, art, technology and our life.
• When we preform our cultural practices and ceremonies, it is meant to be a reminder of our 

responsibilities to the harmony of the natural world. 
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Indigenous Perspectives and Practices
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Natural Law
Is anyone familiar with this topic? This is to be 

examined not by a legal understanding.
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• Indigenous peoples have traditional and customary use areas beyond legal descriptions and boundaries. 
These areas are cultural resources. 

• We take a multi-generational approach to the stewardship of our territories.

• So let start by looking at Indigenous knowledge as a means to create a balance towards stewardship or 
resource goals 
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Putting it into Practice
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• Indigenous Knowledge collection can be either quantitative or qualitative. 

• Quantitative surveys are designed to understand the correlation analysis to be conducted regarding participants 
responses and the relationship and/or understanding of Indigenous knowledge and the Eurocentric land use planning 
process.

• Qualitative survey analysis is considered a contextual or thematic analysis from a cultural consensus. Qualitative surveys 
are more suited for specific species conservation or understanding.   

• Each has its own place in conservation management and serves its purpose. Managers should be looking at a 
combination of both methods to get a holistic picture of the landscape and importance to the Indigenous value. 
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Indigenous Knowledge leading Conservation Goals
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• Sustainable resource management should have the inclusion of Indigenous knowledge. 

• Since Eurocentric management concepts are now shifting focus to a cumulative impact approach rather than 
specific project-by-project needs analysis, what would be better than 15,000 years of good baseline data of 
an area.

• It is once this inclusion has taken place then a full understanding of the landscape can be viewed through 
two-eyed seeing and the conservation lens.  Without this, then a sustainable future is not achievable under 
current industry practices . 
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• Resource managers and practitioners must start their understanding or learning journey of the natural world 
and realize it is not one done in the classroom or at the boardroom table but through experiential learning in 
nature. 

• This kinship of experience of the landscape helps inform and guides them in the decision-making process.

• There is a similarity between the Eurocentric and the Indigenous framework of understanding. Both are 
based on observations, experimentation, meaning and understanding . 

Remember:

Like any good relationship it takes time, start by building a relationship with several community members, not only the 
chief. Participate in events and ask members to take part in small conservation initiatives in the territory.
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• Many treaties within Ontario made a point to ensure the survival of certain forest stand types, conservation and 
protection of shorelines, rivers and wetlands, plant species of importance and the ability to do ceremony. 

• Once Canada understands that the past generations never upheld their agreement then we can move forward together 
in conservation and inevitably our own survival. 

• If we start enforcing these treaty rights under mitigating environmental efforts, then conservation efforts may come 
easier then expected.
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Conservation in Treaty
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• So, in the context of Indigenous worldviews. Conservation is achieved when the relationship and uses that 
have conserved the lands and waters for thousands of years remain intact or are re-established.

• How would an individual go about explaining this concept to a:
• Youth
• A second generation Canadian
• A settle government
• And through the creation of policy.

Where are priority areas that we all collectively need to work on at better levels of conservation?

How do we achieve this? Where should we begin?
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Fireside Chat
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Thoughts to leave you with.

• Enhance understanding of cultural practices that impact 
on or contribute to biodiversity conservation and 
ecosystem management, and the cultural knowledge 
and value systems that underpin practices.

• Increase knowledge of the role that cultural practices 
play in climate change impacts, mitigation, and 
adaptation and how culture can contribute to improve 
human responses to climate change in an integrated 
manner.

• Assist the development of tools and guidance to 
understand the relationship between various cultures 
and ecosystem management and climate change 
response in different ecosystems of the world and 
therefore contribute to more effective governance.

• Communicate lessons learned from case studies and 
promote the carrying out and sharing of case studies 
and lessons learned.



Contoso
S u i t e s

• Develop methodological and practical guidelines for assessing and incorporating cultural practices throughout 
approaches to ecosystem management and co-governance.

• Allow for project  “pauses” to take place so that the community is fully behind the ideas and no rights have been 
compromised. ~Ditch your Western Timelines.

19

Finally
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THANK YOU
Please reach out!

Gary Pritchard
705.220.1952

gpritchard@4directionsconservation.com
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