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Welcoming & Opening



Virtual Learning Place! 
“Gah dah so agaming”
While we are together, I am 
striving that we create:
1. A safe environment
2. We actively listen to each 

other
3. We participate
4. We work at collecting 

information so that we can 
work towards a solutions 
bundle.

• What is a solutions bundle?
• My question is what would 

you like to see in this 
solutions bundle?

• What are we going to share 
today?



Last time, we spoke about.

• The inclusion of Indigenous knowledge and how it should be 
viewed as good baseline data.

• And from an Indigenous perspective, defining conservation 
must include ~USE.



When we look at decolonizing something 
we need to examine:
People tend to throw the terminology of “decolonizing or 
decolonization” around like it is a simple, easy achievable 
process.

The term of: “Indigenization”
• Make indigenous; subject to First Nation (may also includes 

Inuit and Metis) influence.



It was told to me…

• Protecting and restoring 
Indigenous People’s lands is 
the fastest and easiest way to 
sequester carbon and 
mitigate the impacts of 
climate change. The 
relationship(s) formed with 
the ecosystem by Indigenous 
cultures ensure the 
prosperity for all who take 
part in those environmental 
interactions.

• Still, those lands are being 
stolen and mismanaged by 
colonist knowledge systems 
who believe that their 
environmental and clean 
energy projects such as 
ecotourism, national parks 
and hydroelectric dams will 
be more effective than a 
millennia of land stewardship 
by Indigenous peoples. 



We will use the word cloud generator to help 
us understand and begin to break down some 
common terminology.

Let us define:
• Sustainability
• Accountability
• Reciprocity



Indigenous Views

• Sustainability
• How does a community add to the ecosystem not alter or impact it.

• Accountability
• A transaction or exchange of items or goods. In this exchange everyone 

receives something.
• Reciprocity

• The sharing of surplus of resources with members inside and outside of the 
community.  This sharing is ideal in a resource management context since it 
does not allow for over harvest by a community or individual members of 
that community.

“Healthy Landscapes = Healthy Community”



Statements like this by our Knowledge 
Holders tell me…
1. Our voices are not being heard.
2. Our voices are not being understood.
3. When our voices are heard its merely a 

placeholder. Or to appear to engage 
with us.

4. Colonist or Settler Governments truly 
do not know or lack the education of 
what  “consent” means under the D2C.

5. Governments (Settler). Do not 
understand that current policy and 
project implementation practices are 
leading to further harm and not 
protection.

6. Settlers are not Rights Holders.



In Ontario, Hunting and 
Fishing rights and 

conditions are granted to 
Indigenous people by 

Canada through the treaty 
making process?

Let us poll the audience.



In central Ontario, mainly the WTFN area. The 
lakes, waters and lake beds are everyone's to 
share because of the treaty making process. 



Did some Indigenous 
communities think of 

conservations measures to 
ensure ecosystem and 

cultural survival?



Where do we begin to make change?

• Understanding that colonizing 
behaviors lead to 
environmental degradation 
and spread of invasive species. 
• We substitute for example 

bison with cattle.
• Sacrifice Atlantic salmon, lake 

trout  and brook trout from 
Lake Ontario for Pacific salmon, 
rainbow trout and brown trout. 

1. How do Canadians begin to 
understand their role in treaty 
and obligations to uphold it?

2. Whose responsibility is it?
3. How could this lead to a 

positive change in policy or 
assessment frame works?

4. How can we understand and 
incorporate the rights of 
Indigenous people prior to 
settler assumed rights?



Barriers to decolonizing ecology

• Property law- without treaty 
acknowledgement or 
understanding
• Environmental Assessment 

Process
• Education on best practices
• Some BMPs still contribute to 

soil loss and poor yields
• Farming practices (some) lead 

to a more frequent exposure 
to pathogens -salmon farming

• Understanding of 
conservation practices
• Controlled burning
• Traditional fish harvesting 

practices- fish weirs or 
spearing
• Food farming- wild rice



To end on

Decolonization
• Decolonization restores the 

Indigenous world view
• Decolonization restores culture 

and traditional ways
• Decolonization replaces 

Western interpretations of 
species and species dynamics 
with Indigenous perspectives 
in the ecosystem

Indigenization
• Indigenization recognizes 

validity of Indigenous 
worldviews, knowledge and 
perspectives
• Indigenization identifies 

opportunities for indigeneity to 
be expressed
• Indigenization incorporates 

Indigenous ways of knowing 
and doing



Both decolonization and 
indigenization require the 
cooperation of all people. 

Miigwetch, thank you for sharing.
Baamaappii- Till we cross paths again. 
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