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Overview of Erie





International Recycling Group
ÅCollect all types 

of plastic from 
750-mile (1207 
km) radius
Å275,000 

tons/year
ïUp to 5 million 

tons/year

ÅHigh tech sorting 
ïPure plastic 

streams

ÅPlastic flaked



International Recycling Group

ÅMarketable plastic 
sold for recycling

ÅNon-marketable 
plastic shipped to 
Stelcoin 
Nanticoke, ON
ïProprietary blend

ïPartial coke 
replacement



Environmental Concern

ÅPlastic flakes 
escaping during 
transfer and 
transportation
ïEspecially at ports 

and across Lake 
Erie by barge

ÅSpilled plastic 
unrecoverable
ïMany known large 

spills of pellets

Erie

Nanticoke



Major Questions
ÅWhat specific mechanisms will be used 

to prevent flaked plastic from escaping 
during transfer and transport?

ÅWhat are the mechanisms of 
accountability for plastic pollution if it 
occurs?

ÅWill increased plastic recovery/recycling 
result in less plastic entering 
waterways?

ÅWhat impact will proposals like this have 
on reduction of plastic production and 
use?

ÅWill a facility like this lead to additional 
plastic infrastructure in Erie, PA?


