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The Right to Know 

The right to information, or “right to know” is based upon a basic human 

entitlement to information that directly impacts upon one’s health and bodily 

integrity. The right to know includes public information frameworks, inventories 

and databases which require the identity of harms to be disclosed, alongside 

their hazardous properties and potential health and environmental hazards. 

Through these mechanisms, the right to know increases the transparency and 

accountability for these hazards and raises the expectation of more rigorous 

oversight. 



Construction of Canadian Pacific Railway through Northern Ontario (1884) 
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Logs loaded for sawing at the Longlac Pulp and Paper mill (1947)
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Kraft Pulp Process
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Regulations and Statutes

● Ontario’s Environmental Protection Act (1990)
○ Regulations 
■ Effluent monitoring and effluent limits 
■ Air pollution and air quality 
■ Taking of water 
■ Toxics reductions 



Regulations and Statutes

● Canadian Environmental Protection Act 

(1999) 

○ Regulations 

■ Effluent monitoring 

■ Toxics reductions 



Federal Pulp and Paper Regulations 

● First regulations introduced in 1971, but only applicable to 

new mills built in 1971 or later 

● Regulations became legally enforceable in 1992, setting 

effluent quality standards for all mills 



Great Lakes Water Quality Agreement

● Agreement between Canada and the United States to maintain the quality 

of water in the Great Lakes 

● Signed in 1972, amended in 1987, and most recently in 2012 

● Introduced Areas of Concern and Remedial Action Plans



Areas of Concern 

● Identifies “impaired beneficial uses” as a result of environmental pollution, 

such as:

○ Degradation of fish and wildlife habitat 

○ Fish and animal deformities 

○ Unpleasant odours and water colour 

○ Fish and other wildlife not safe for human consumption 





Jackfish Bay Area of Concern 

● Identified as an Area of Concern in 1991

● Remedial Action Plan implemented to restore impaired beneficial uses 

● Deemed an Area of Concern in Recovery in 2011, Remedial Action Plan 

steps still not fully implemented as of 2021





Foam on top of Blackbird Creek, which flows into Jackfish 
Bay on Lake Superior

Photo Credit: 
Ontario Water 
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Public Information Sources 

● Ontario’s Environmental Registry 

● National Pollutant Release Inventory (NPRI)

● Greenhouse Gas Reporting Program

https://ero.ontario.ca/search
https://pollution-waste.canada.ca/national-release-inventory/archives/index.cfm?lang=En
https://climate-change.canada.ca/facility-emissions/


Thank you!


