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First Nations of Canada

630 First Nation communities

50 First Nations

Representing 50 Indigenous languages

The  traditional territory  of  the Algonquin  
Nation includes 11 First Nations community 

residing along the  entire Ottawa  River 
watershed  straddling Quebec and Ontario.

Algonquins have never  relinquished rights  or  
title  to  our territory  or  our  rights as  

“Anishnabe” 

2



Your Logo or Name Here

A Nation of  Waterways

The  Algonquin Nation  is  organized around  the  Ottawa  River 
Basin with the heartland  being  the entire  length  of  the   Kichi
sipi , “big river”,  from  its headwaters  in  northcentral  Quebec  
to  our sacred  sites  at  Bird Rock  to its  outlet  near  Montreal.

• Algonquins have never  relinquished rights  or  title  to  our 
territory  or  our  rights as  “Anishnabe” 

• Watersheds  were  the basic  unit  of  traditional land  
management, serving  as  boundaries for  family,  band  and 
tribal  territories. Giving First Nations a “sense’ of place.

Algonquins have never  relinquished rights  or  title  to  our 
territory  or  our  rights as  “Anishnabe” 
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Kebaowek First Nation
Kacie McLaren

25 years old

Algonquin

Environmental Technician for Kebaowek First Nation.

Land Management & Resources Department

• Kebaowek  First  Nation- one  of  eleven recognized  
communities making  up  the Algonquin Nation. (291 
Members on reserve)

• Established  in  1975 a 53-acre parcel reserve  located on 
Kipawa Lake,  15  km  from  the  Ontario/Quebec  border.  

.• Members  reside,  work,  study,  shop  and  maintain  
family ties  in  both  provinces.  Kebaowek  First  Nation  
has  a location  to  serve  Ontario  members  in  Mattawa  
Ontario 123  kilometers  west  of  the  Chalk  River  Nuclear  
site. 
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Timeline

1700’s

Signatory  to  the  peace and  
friendship  Treaties of  

Oswegatchie and Kahnawake
of  1760s with  Britain. 

1763

Traditional  territory  and traditional  use  
of  territory protected  from disturbance  

by  the  Royal Proclamation  of  1763 
issued  by  Britain’s  King George  III  and  
the instructions  of  Governor Murray.

1982

the  Canada Act under  Section  35  
of  the Constitution  Act 

recognized  and  affirmed the  
existing  Aboriginal and  Treaty  

rights  in Canada. 

Regardless  of  pre-settler 
agreements  by  the  early  1900s, 

Algonquin  livelihoods  came under  
severe  pressure  not  only from  

forestry  but  also  farming, mining,  
settler  trapping  and damming  for  

log  transport  and energy  
generation,  nuclear  sites and  pulp  

and  paper  mills. 

2007 JUN JUL

• January  2013,  Kebaowek 
presented  a  joint  

Statement of  Aboriginal  
Rights  and  Title (SAR)  to  

Government  of Canada  with  
Wolf  Lake  First Nation  and  

Timiskaming  First Nation

. • Defined  Kebaowek’s
Aboriginal  rights  and 

Aboriginal  title  territory  
based on  the  research  
available  at the  time. 

2013 SEP OCT

UNDRIP was implemented, to protect 
the rights that “constitute the minimum 

standards for the survival, dignity and 
well-being of the indigenous peoples of 

the world.”

DEC
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Nation-to-Nation Relations

Building New Relationships
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Obligations 

In Canada, the  duty  to  consult  and  accommodate  with Aboriginal  peoples  
arises  when  the  Crown  contemplates actions  or  decisions  that  may  affect  an  
Aboriginal  person's Aboriginal  or  Treaty  rights.  (Hunting, Fishing, Gathering, Ceremonies)

This  duty  flows  from  the  honor of  the  Crown  and  its  fiduciary  relationship  with 
Indigenous peoples , which  can  give  rise  to  a  fiduciary  duty  to  Indigenous peoples. 

We know  from  the  historical event that this duty is not honored.

We understand  the  current  government  wants  to  change  this history  and  develop  
meaningful  Nation  to  Nation  relationships.

The Duty to Care

Historical & Current Issues

Algonquin relationship between families on the territory, and the nature world are deep 
and meaningful. 7 Generations deep.

Relationships with the Crown struggle to be expressed through customary law and the 
Seven generation responsibility.

The lack of Traditional Ecological Knowledge being incorporated

Going  forward  with  a  nation-to-nation  relationship  between the Government and
the First Nations communities  needs  to  be  structured immediately.  

We are  requesting:

that Canada recognizes and acknowledges the First Nations people.

includes First Nations Communities in the over all scope of the project

train, educate and employ the First Nations to build capacity to handle government files.

ACKNOWLEDGE THE FIRST NATIONS  



Thank You
Kacie McLaren

+1 819-627-3309

kmclaren@Kebaowek.ca

www.Kebaowek.ca 
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Climate Justice, Nuclear Peace and 

Indigenous Rights
The Case Against Small Modular Reactors in Canada

April 21, 2021
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Kacie McLaren, Kebaowek First Nation - Environmental Technician 

Kerrie Blaise, Northern Legal Counsel, CELA



1. Canada’s Plan for 

Small Modular 

Reactors (SMRs)

 Completely new reactor 
design is being touted as 
‘climate solution’

 Industry’s “SMR Roadmap” 
has been endorsed by the 
federal government

 100+ environmental groups 
and Indigenous communities 
have called for halt of 
government funding for 
SMRS 9

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-NC-ND

https://smrroadmap.ca/
https://cela.ca/statement-on-small-modular-reactors/
http://intercontinentalcry.org/canada-indigenous-land-to-become-a-nuclear-outhouse/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/


2. Risking Environmental 
Protection & Indigenous Rights 

 Risk to citizens and communities being 
increased due to easing of safety and 
environmental regulations for SMRs

 Focus on SMR use in remote communities 
raises new concerns about accidents, 
radiological and proliferation risk

 Nuclear technology is inherently dangerous 
but process to date does not recognize the 
serious consequences for communities 
where SMRs may be installed 10



3. New Nuclear in the Algonquin 
Nation’s Traditional Territory 

 Proposed SMR located in Algonquin Nation 
traditional territory is a demonstration 
project for future commercialization of 
SMRs

 Kebaowek First Nation has asked 
Canada’s nuclear regulator to suspend 
the project’s environmental assessment 
until adequate provisions for Indigenous 
cooperation with the Nation are in place
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4. Empowering Indigenous rights 

and public participation

We need to:

 Replace promotional, industry rhetoric with 
accountability for environmental debts 
(mining, accidents, legacy wastes)  

 End discrimination and marginalization 
experienced by Indigenous peoples in Canada 
by respecting individual and collective rights 
(Article 29, UNDRIP) 

 Require legal frameworks that empowers 
consultation, public to access information and 
participation; and strengthens environmental 
standards to protect human rights 12



Thank you! 
www.cela.ca
www.celafoundation.ca

kerrie@cela.ca

http://www.celafoundation.ca/

