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 Founded in 1970s; non-profit, public interest
organization that advocates for the protection
of human health, safety and the environment

 Specialty clinic funded by Legal Aid Ontario to
provide equitable access to justice

Engage in litigation and law reform to advocate
for comprehensive laws, standards and policies
that will protect and enhance public health and
environmental quality

Who is CELA: Northern Services?



Who is CELA: Northern Services?
(Cont.)

Launched in September 2018 (9-month pilot)

Established as permanent half-time position in 2019

Collaborate with communities, residents, non-profits
and community legal aid clinics on existing and
emerging issues affecting human health and
environmental protection

Increase reach in areas historically underserved



Introduction: Important Terms



Access to clean water
Access to healthy foods
Exposure to toxins and carcinogens

Environmental Health focuses on the
interrelationships between people and their
environments, and addresses “all the physical,
chemical, and biological factors external to a
person, and all the related factors impacting
behaviours." 

Some issues impacting environmental health
include: 

 

What is environmental health? 

https://www.who.int/teams/environment-climate-change-and-health


How does industry impact
health outcomes in Northern
Ontario? 

Air emissions

Water pollution

Lack of access
to traditional
foods



Environmental Justice is the principle that environmental benefits and burdens should be
equitably distributed among all persons, rather than allowing the majority of adverse
impacts to be unfairly imposed upon poor people, visible minorities, or marginalized
communities. 

Environmental justice requires the elimination of environmental racism and class-based
discrimination, as well as Indigenous self determination. 

What is environmental justice?

https://www.epa.gov/environmentaljustice#:~:text=Environmental%20justice%20is%20the%20fair,laws%2C%20regulations%2C%20and%20policies.
https://www.epa.gov/environmentaljustice#:~:text=Environmental%20justice%20is%20the%20fair,laws%2C%20regulations%2C%20and%20policies.
https://www.epa.gov/environmentaljustice#:~:text=Environmental%20justice%20is%20the%20fair,laws%2C%20regulations%2C%20and%20policies.
https://www.epa.gov/environmentaljustice#:~:text=Environmental%20justice%20is%20the%20fair,laws%2C%20regulations%2C%20and%20policies.
https://www.epa.gov/environmentaljustice#:~:text=Environmental%20justice%20is%20the%20fair,laws%2C%20regulations%2C%20and%20policies.
https://www.epa.gov/environmentaljustice#:~:text=Environmental%20justice%20is%20the%20fair,laws%2C%20regulations%2C%20and%20policies.
https://www.epa.gov/environmentaljustice#:~:text=Environmental%20justice%20is%20the%20fair,laws%2C%20regulations%2C%20and%20policies.


A public "right to know" includes databases which require the identity of
chemicals to be disclosed, alongside their hazardous properties and potential
health impacts.

A workers' "right to know" is an employee's right to know the hazards of work
based upon a basic human entitlement to information that directly impacts
upon their health and bodily integrity.

A “right to know" is a principle based upon a basic human entitlement to
information which directly impacts health and bodily integrity. 

"Right to Know":

Toronto's
ChemTRAC
program requires
that reporting for
25 cancer-
causing
substances found
in Toronto’s air

https://www.toronto.ca/community-people/health-wellness-care/health-programs-advice/chemtrac/


Law: "Consent given only after full disclosure of what is being agreed to." 

Medicine: Informed consent must be: 
1) Given voluntarily
2) Given by a patient with capacity
3) Given by a patient who is properly informed 

Informed Consent: 

Similar to the principle of informed consent, but it
is a specifically legal concept. It is an inherent
right of all Indigenous Peoples worldwide, and is
detailed under the United Nations Declaration on
the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (UNDRIP). 

Free Prior and Informed
Consent (FPIC)

Low-income communities and individuals are especially
vulnerable to coercion and undue influence due to
monetary incentive 



Environmental Health Issues in Northern Ontario:
Case Studies 



Case Study: Air Emissions

Site Specific Standards: For facilities that face "challenges in meeting a required air standard." 

Benzo(a)pyrene Benzene



Sault Ste. Marie 
Algoma Steel - Benzene (Expires 2023)
Algoma Steel - Benzo(a)pyrene (Expires 2022)
Algoma Steel - Algoma Steel: Particulate matter < 44microns
(Expires 2023)

Sudbury
Glencore - Cadmium (Expires 2021)
Glencore - Nickel (Expires 2022)
Vale - Nickel (Expires 2021)

Current site specific standards in Northern Ontario: Acute Myeloid Leukemia 

Sault Ste. Marie:
P6C: AML death rate 212.7% of
the Canadian average 

Thunder Bay: 
P7E: AML death rate 194.9% of
the Canadian average 

https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-2301
https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-2301
https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-2301


Case Study: Glyphosate Aerial
Spraying

Aerial spraying of herbicides in forests purposely alters the
makeup of the forest and results in their being less browse (ie.
understory vegetation) for ungulates, like deer and moose.  

Concerns: 
- Impact on vegetation, animals, berries and other foods
- Increased severity of forest fires
- Lack of research on glyphosate 
- Lack of integration of TK 

Website

Website

http://tekelders.weebly.com/
https://act.greenpeace.org/page/86166/action/1?ea.tracking.id=en_nature-food_glyphosate_ontario_supporters_email_20210712_sign_rf_js_glyphosate.launchemail_t&locale=en-ca&utm_medium=email&utm_source=engagingnetworks&utm_campaign=nature-food&utm_content=en+nature-food+glyphosate+ontario+supporters+email+20210712+sign+rf+js+glyphosate.launchemail+t&ea.url.id=5405048&forwarded=true


Case Study: Water Pollution and
Fish Consumption

For consumption of Ontario fish, the Ontario government
produces a detailed fish consumption guide. For information
on current fish consumption advisories in your area, see: The
Guide to Eating Ontario Fish. 

Although the guide is updated every two years, there is no
guarantee that the science behind the allowable consumption
has been updated. 

The Guide to Eating Ontario Fish 
 

https://www.ontario.ca/page/eating-ontario-fish


Changes to the fish consumption guidelines for Porcupine Lake (2017-> 2019):
 

Chart Courtesy of the MECP 

Allowed Northern Pike consumption for the general population

dropped from 4 meals to 2 meals per month 
Allowed White Sucker consumption for the general population dropped

from 8 meals to 1 meal per month 
Allowed White Sucker consumption for the sensitive* population

dropped from 4 meals to 0 meals per month 

*Sensitive populations are (1) women of child-bearing age, and (2) children
under 15 years of age.   

https://timmins.civicweb.net/document/97204/2020-10-26-Porcupine%20Lake%20Advisory%20Update.pdf


What Can I Do? Public Action Items and Opportunities
for Engagement



Right to comment (min. 30 days)

Right to request investigation of violation/breach

Right to request review of law/policy

In some instances, right of appeal to challenge decision 

Duty to consult 

Take Action: The Environmental Registry of Ontario 

The Environmental Registry of Ontario (ERO) has all of the postings regarding
permits, approvals, and open consultation periods. This is an important website
to bookmark to stay up-to-date on developments and 
environmental impacts. Each posting contains information 
of the public comment period. 

The Environmental Bill of Rights provides:

Photo courtesy of the ERO

https://ero.ontario.ca/


Take Action: Site Specific Standards

When a company requests a site specific standard, there is always a public
consultation period. You can search for site specific standards on the ERO
website to find these dates. 



Take Action: Accessing Pollution Data 

The National Pollutant Release Inventory (“NPRI”) is a publicly accessible
database of pollutants released on site to the environmental or transferred for
disposal or recycling and is updated each year. It is published by Environment
Canada 

NPRI data is publicly available here, or through clicking "Pollution data and
reports" on the main page. You can search by NPRI ID, company name,
substance, and industry type, among others. 

Example:



Take Action: Forest Management Planning 

There are five formal public consultation opportunities/stages in the
preparation and approval of the FMP. Each stage is outlined on the
MNDMNRF website, and includes FAQs such as "What if I have an
unresolved issue?" The stages are as follows: 

1) Stage One - Invitation to participate
2) Stage Two - Review of the long-term management
direction
3) Stage Three - Review of proposed operations 
4) Stage Four - Review of draft Forest Management
Plan 
5) Stage Five - Inspection of approved Forest
Management Plan 



Take Action: Indigenous Rights

Canada and Ontario have a duty to respect the rights of Indigenous peoples as
recognized by the Royal Proclamation, Treaties, the Constitution Act, 1982, and
international human rights instruments such as the United Nations Declaration on
the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (UNDRIP). 

The Crown’s duty to consult and accommodate is a
foundational legal doctrine, applicable to Indigenous
communities, their rights and interests. 
The constitutional recognition of treaty rights in s. 35
also gives rise to the duty to consult 



Indigenous Rights (cont.)

Rely on the principles and rights of UNDRIP including:
A community's right to give or withhold consent to the
proposed activity (Article 32
A right to participate in decision making (Article 18)

Canada's obligations under UNDRIP:
Canada must take effective measures to ensure no
storage or disposal of hazardous materials occurs on
traditional territory (Article 29)
Canada must consult and cooperate in good faith
(Article 19)

Protecting Rights 



Indigenous Rights (cont.)

Set out your community's expectations for consultation
(see CELA's template consultation and accommodation 
 protocol)

Advocate for the recognition of Indigenous jurisdiction /
role in decision making 

See CELA and Kebaowek First Nation's call on Canada
to enact an Indigenous jurisdictional regulation for the
Gazoduq pipeline

Request a moratorium, pause or extension of timelines for
consultation

See CELA and Friends of the Attawapiskat River call for
a moratorium in the Ring of Fire (James Bay Lowlands)

Furthering Access to Justice

https://cela.ca/legal-tool-2-consultation-and-accommodation-protocol-to-advance-source-water-protection/https:/cela.ca/legal-tool-2-consultation-and-accommodation-protocol-to-advance-source-water-protection/
https://cela.ca/request-to-minister-wilkinson-to-enact-indigenous-jurisdiction-regulation/
https://cela.ca/call-for-a-moratorium-in-the-ring-of-fire-to-protect-watersheds-and-indigenous-rights/


Designed for community and individual use (both settler and
Indigenous)

"Making the Links" Toolkit

Introduction:

Covers key terms and
background knowledge 

1
Environmental Health
Issues: 

Discusses issues and
health impacts 

2
Getting Involved: 

 
Lays out public
participation tools 

3
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Contacts: 
Kerrie Blaise: kerrie@cela.ca
Jane Cooper: jane.falliscooper@mail.utoronto.ca
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