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CELA’s work is fundamentally aimed at ensuring access to environmental equity, helping
communities participate in environmental decisions that affect them, and striving for better
tools and laws to protect environmental health and well-being. As a specialty clinic funded by
Legal Aid Ontario, our primary focus is on assisting and empowering low-income people and
advocating on behalf of communities who have been disproportionately exposed to adverse
impacts from pollution.

It takes a range of approaches to work toward these goals and represent our clients. Since
1970, our services have included direct representation and summary advice, test cases on
matters of broad public interest, analysis of existing laws and law reform proposals, and public
legal education.

OUR STRATEGIC PRIORITIES

CELA places high priority on cases, public legal education, and legal analysis aimed at
ensuring access to environmental justice and pollution prevention, and protecting public health
and safety to ensure healthy and livable communities across Ontario.

OUR WORK - ADVANCING ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE

CANADIAN ENVIRONMENTAL LAW FOUNDATION

The CELA Foundation (formerly the Resource Library for the Environment and the Law) was
renamed in 2019 with a renewed vision for an organization that, since 1993, has supported
CELA’s research and educational work on environmental law and justice issues.



MESSAGE FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Welcome to CELA's 2020 annual report as we celebrate our 50th Anniversary! 
In a profoundly different year than anyone expected, this report highlights how our staff and
Board, volunteers and students, and collaborative partnerships have been able to continue
CELA’s critical work.

We began the year with high hopes of gathering with hundreds of CELA supporters in a big
celebration for our 50th year. Despite putting in-person events on hold for now, we have been
able to respond to the changed circumstances brought about by the pandemic, as staff have
worked remotely or offered an increasing number of valuable webinars. As the Spring 2020
shutdown occurred, all legal aid clinics were included on the Province’s list of essential
services and our legal team continued working from home on behalf of our clients and in the
public interest. As many have noted, the pandemic has put a spotlight on the significant
inequities in our society, many of which are mirrored in the disproportionate impacts on the
health and immediate environments of low income, disadvantaged, and vulnerable
communities from a range of issues including greenhouse gas emissions, toxic chemicals, and
pollution.

As we reach the end of 2020, we look back on another year of important casework and
advocacy. Our work always includes advocacy on behalf of at-risk people in multiple regions
of Ontario as well as participation in Ontario-wide and national environmental law test cases.
We continue to expand the profile of this work on our website and invite contributions to our
work through the CELA Foundation.  

In marking each year, we express our deep appreciation for contributions from our Board of
Directors, with extra thanks to those moving on, notably Elizabeth Block. We also thank the
many individuals who support our work and have responded to our call for donations to the
CELA Foundation. 

We continue to place great importance on mentoring and training young environmental
lawyers and professionals. 2020 allowed us to include Caitlin Beresford, Jessica Karban,
Amanda Montgomery, and Morten Siersbaek in contracts for our cases and law reform work,
greatly expanding the capacity of our legal team. Likewise, we greatly benefited from the
extremely valuable contributions of our pro bono student programs, fellowships, and student
placements. We congratulate Amanda Montgomery, last year’s articling student, on her call to
the Bar this summer and welcome our new articling student for 2020-21, Krystal-Anne
Roussel.

We bring tremendous energy to 2021 and are excited to share highlights of our work over the
past year in these pages. 

Theresa McClenaghan
Executive Director and Counsel

 @TheresaMcClenag

https://celafoundation.ca/
https://celafoundation.ca/
https://twitter.com/theresamcclenag
https://twitter.com/theresamcclenag


CELA’s core mandate is to provide access to justice and ensure public participation in
environmental decision-making. 

We test existing laws to make sure they are working for Ontarians and push for better
decisions affecting environmental and human health.

We represent clients across Ontario living on low income and who cannot afford lawyers to
take on the proponents of environmentally significant projects.

We act on our clients’ behalf in the courts and before administrative tribunals and use tools
available under environmental statutes to appeal decisions that may have adverse
environmental or human health consequences. Environmental cases can be highly complex
and some of our cases continue for months or even years. Here are some highlights from
2020.

Representing Clients in Environmental Litigation

HIGHLIGHTS OF
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In a precedent-setting environmental justice case under Canada’s new Impact Assessment
Act (IAA), CELA has been retained by a First Nation community in relation to a multi-
jurisdictional impact assessment of a proposed 780 km natural gas pipeline that stretches
from northeastern Ontario to southern Quebec. The pipeline route crosses the unceded,
inherent and Aboriginal rights and title territory of our client and other Algonquin Anishinabeg
Nation communities. During the planning phase of the impact assessment, CELA requested
the immediate passage of a federal regulation that deems and empowers our client as a
“jurisdiction” under the IAA so that the First Nation would be given enhanced authority under
the IAA rather than being treated like a mere stakeholder.

Pipeline Across Unceded First Nations Territory

CELA has been retained by community-based Indigenous organizations in the Far North to
facilitate their involvement in two impact assessments for Ring of Fire proposals currently
being conducted by the Impact Assessment Agency of Canada. CELA counsel travelled with
community members over 600 km using seasonal winter and ice roads in order to meet with
the leadership, Elders and other community members, including youth from communities
along James Bay, to raise awareness about the mining proposals and hear concerns. There
was a collectively held view that a piecemeal approach to decision-making – wherein the
effects of individual activities were not being addressed in light of the totality of developments
in the Ring of Fire region – disregarded reconciliation with Indigenous communities and the
advancement of environmental rights. 

ENABLING FIRST NATIONS LEGAL RIGHTS AND JURISDICTION
Considering Cumulative Impacts of Proposed Mining in the “Ring of Fire”



CELA represents a citizens’ coalition in southwestern Ontario in proceedings related to a large
landfill proposed in a worked-out quarry. Concerns include potential environmental and human
health impacts of this proposed waste disposal site, particularly since nearby residents rely
upon groundwater for their drinking water supply. The ongoing environmental assessment
process for this proposed landfill is now an important test case given recent amendments to
Ontario’s Environmental Assessment Act that require landfill proponents to obtain written
support from affected local municipalities.

Another case in southeastern Ontario is CELA’s longest running landfill case (21 years and
counting!). We represent a citizens’ group in Tyendinaga Township confronting the dual
challenge of addressing groundwater impacts from a closed mega-landfill and stopping the
proponent’s proposal to construct a new mega-landfill on adjacent lands. Working closely with
the Mohawks of the Bay of Quinte, whose territory is downstream of the landfill property,
CELA’s client has used judicial and administrative proceedings to seek environmental justice,
safeguard water resources, and protect public health. 

It is fundamental to human health and development to have access to clean, safe, and
adequate drinking water. CELA uses its longstanding experience as counsel to affected
persons after the contaminated water disaster in Walkerton to advocate for clean water across
the province. Poorly planned or improperly regulated land uses continue to cause significant
adverse impacts upon water quantity and quality, whether it be depletion or degradation of
drinking water sources, interference with groundwater recharge, or impairment of surface
water. 

PROTECTING DRINKING WATER

CELA represents a residents’ group in southeastern Ontario in various legal proceedings
involving an existing quarry and a proposed new quarry. Our clients are primarily concerned
that high-volume de-watering of the quarries may adversely affect the quantity and quality of
local groundwater, the sole source of drinking water for nearby residents. For the existing
quarry, a prior Environmental Review Tribunal decision allowed our clients to appeal against a
water-taking permit and imposed more stringent conditions to safeguard water resources. For
the proposed quarry, CELA’s clients are advocating to protect drinking water in a hearing
before the Local Planning Appeal Tribunal under the Aggregate Resources Act.
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CELA’s offices are in Toronto but
our staff are located in several
regions of the province, and we
apply our province-wide mandate
in many ways – whether it’s our
Healthy Great Lakes program or
our emphasis on ensuring
provision of regional services in
every part of Ontario.



PAGE 3 | cela.ca EQUITY. JUSTICE. HEALTH.

In Northwestern Ontario, CELA’s client successfully challenged a proposal for a gravel pit next
to a local lake. The Local Planning Appeal Tribunal found that the Lakehead Rural Planning
Board had failed to appropriately consider the environmental and social impact provisions of
the provincial planning framework in making its decision to allow an aggregate pit to be
developed. This case was an important victory for robust participation rights in land use
planning in Northern Ontario in non-organized territory and ensured that environmental and
social issues are not overlooked. 

In a case involving a relicensing hearing for a uranium processing plant in Peterborough,
CELA counsel appeared before the Canadian Nuclear Safety Commission (CNSC) on behalf
of a local citizens’ group to argue against a 10-year licence for the plant. The proposal would
shift uranium fuel pelleting operations from Toronto to the proponent's Peterborough facility -
located just metres from an elementary school - but did not provide for rigorous emissions
monitoring or adequately address troubling findings of beryllium “hotspots” in the community.
CELA’s clients, joined by experts Dr. Tanya Markvart and Dr. Gordon Edwards, asked the
CNSC to deny the proponent’s request on the basis that they insufficiently considered
sustainability and adverse impacts on human health specific to at-risk populations, namely
children, in their licence application. 

Addressing Environmental and Social Impacts
PROTECTING COMMUNITIES

 
Nor'Wester Mountains, Ontario

In CELA’s Northern Services program,
CELA provides legal representation and
summary advice to several Indigenous
and community-based organizations.
We also engage in public legal
education in Northern communities to
improve environmental equity and
advance meaningful participation in
environmental decision making.

 
Nor'Wester Mountains, Ontario
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CELA has represented a citizens’ group in central Ontario for several years in its opposition to
proposals for a new quarry and pit expansion alongside the beautiful Magnetawan River in
Perry Township. Raising concerns about impacts on drinking water sources and loss of
biodiversity, our clients were successful this year in stopping this proposal.

In a precedent-setting case, CELA represented clients in Eastern Ontario in their successful
efforts to obtain the revocation of two 1998 approvals for a proposed municipal landfill that
was never built. Neither approval had an expiry date, and our clients raised concerns about
potential impacts on public health, well water quality, and wildlife habitat after the proponent
proposed to sell the undeveloped site to a private waste disposal company. In late 2019, the
Environment Minister revoked the approval under the Environmental Assessment Act, and in
2020 the Director revoked the approval under the Environmental Protection Act.

Outdated Landfill Approvals Revoked

Magnetawan River Protected

CELA represents a citizens’ group in relation to an approval by a municipality and the Minister
of Municipal Affairs and Housing of a waste processing complex in the middle of the Freele
County Forest, which is both a significant woodland and wildlife habitat, and an area subject
to the Growth Plan for the Greater Golden Horseshoe. Our clients appealed the approval to
the Local Planning Appeal Tribunal (LPAT). However, the Minister subsequently passed a
Transitional Regulation removing the Growth Plan natural heritage protections from
application to our client’s appeal. In a key case about respecting the participation rights of
citizens and the rule of law, our clients have brought an application for judicial review to the
Ontario Divisional Court to challenge the Transitional Regulation and the LPAT’s decision
implementing the regulation.  

Citizen Participation Rights and the Rule of Law
ENVIRONMENTALLY SOUND PLANNING

Ron Strickland (left) and Doris Kelly-Capyk
(middle) of POWR MAG (Protectors of
Wetlands & River Magnetawan) Inc. recently
presented CELA lawyer Rick Lindgren with a
financial donation to CELA’s client litigation
fund. We have represented POWR MAG for
several years in its successful opposition to
a proposed quarry, and CELA thanks the
group and its members for their generous
donation.

Magnetawan Rover, Ontario
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CELA continues to participate in Canada’s first ever federal environmental assessment (EA) of
a small modular nuclear reactor (SMR). In CELA’s view, this an inappropriate and ill-advised
“solution” to climate change. CELA and many other intervenors argued against a deficient
scope of factors set out by Canadian Nuclear Safety Commission (CNSC) Staff. A CNSC
decision released this year did not provide due regard for the novelty of the reactor design
and its unique safety and environmental risks. CELA is calling for the EA factors to consider
the on-site and off-site impacts of SMRs at mine sites, and in off-grid, remote First Nation
communities throughout Canada, because this particular project is touted as a demonstration
project for future SMR use. 

Small Modular Reactors
RULE-MAKING AND ACCOUNTABILITY IN HAZARDOUS ENERGY GENERATION 

CELA represents several environmental organizations, youth, and Indigenous community
members in a judicial review application to Divisional Court regarding recent provincial actions
that deprived our clients and other members of the public of their legal right to be notified and
consulted on environmentally significant legislative amendments contained in Bill 197 (COVID-
19 Economic Recovery Act, 2020). These amendments include changes to the Environmental
Assessment Act (EAA), the Environmental Bill of Rights (EBR) and the Planning Act. The
changes to the EAA, Ontario’s key environmental planning law, are of particular concern to
CELA’s clients because they impose new restrictions (and create uncertainty) on how the Act
is applied to proposed projects, and terminate long-standing public safeguards in the EA
process in relation to infrastructure projects. The case will be argued in the spring of 2021.

Protecting Citizens’ Rights
PROVINCIAL ENVIRONMENTAL LAW TEST CASES

Recognizing that climate change is one of the most urgent equity issues, and that low income and
vulnerable communities are disproportionately impacted by climate change despite being the least
responsible for it, CELA intervened in the Supreme Court of Canada hearing in September 2020
concerning the constitutional validity of federal carbon pricing legislation. We represented
environmental and faith organizations to support the constitutionality of the federal Greenhouse
Gas Pollution Pricing Act. CELA’s intervention argued that the federal law is constitutional under
the criminal law power, which would preserve both federal and provincial jurisdiction to act on
climate change. The Supreme Court’s decision is expected in the New Year.

Climate Change and Social Justice
NATIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL LAW TEST CASES 

 
Windmills in Ontario Countryside



Environmental assessment (EA) legislation is a key mechanism for ensuring environmental
justice for CELA’s clients because it enables all members of the public - regardless of
socioeconomic status - to participate in the information-gathering and decision-making
process about projects before they proceed, and to anticipate and prevent adverse or
disproportionate impacts upon such communities. On behalf of Ontario-based clients, CELA is
intervening in a constitutional reference on whether the federal Impact Assessment Act (IAA)
regime unlawfully intrudes into matters of exclusive provincial jurisdiction. In this national
environmental law test case, CELA’s clients take the position that the IAA and the underlying
regulations are constitutionally valid from a division-of-powers perspective, which would
ensure the application of the IAA’s broad, science-based and participatory process to assess
major projects across Canada such as mines, pipelines, or nuclear waste sites proposed in
Ontario. This reference is scheduled to be argued in February 2021.
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Environmental Assessment

Eastern Ontario

Every year CELA’s Legal Team provides hundreds of hours of free summary advice to
individuals and communities facing environmental issues across Ontario. People ask us for
assistance on diverse environmental issues, especially in relation to health impacts from
environmental contamination, toxic substances, safety of local drinking water, health impacts
of air pollution, noise and dust nuisances from neighbouring activities, or indoor hazards faced
by tenants, including mould or indoor use of pesticides. We help Ontarians to address
situations of suspected contamination of lakes and rivers, community safety, and how to
participate in land use planning decisions. CELA also assists individuals and community
groups to help them represent themselves in tribunals and courts.

SUMMARY ADVICE

CELA’s services in Eastern Ontario
include legal representation on
several cases that work to protect the
communities' drinking water, air and
wellbeing.

Eastern Ontario



We were thrilled this year to receive a third round of funding from the Charles Stewart Mott
Foundation, based in Flint, Michigan, to support our Healthy Great Lakes program. This
program was created to enhance the capacity of organizations working to influence freshwater
policy in Ontario. This year, CELA was able to respond to 14 government consultations that
proposed to roll back environmental protections in Ontario, initiated nine proactive policy
submissions to improve water and wetland protections, and hosted more than a dozen
webinars that reached over 1,600 water champions. Looking forward, we are working
proactively to support the critical role of conservation authorities, to expand drinking water
protections for everyone in Ontario, and to diversify and expand our engagement efforts
This funding enables and expands CELA’s participation and expertise in multiple Great Lakes,
Ottawa River, and St. Lawrence River initiatives.
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CELA is at the forefront of legal research and advocacy to reduce pollution and protect public
health. This core work includes analysis of the law, identifying systemic problems, and
recommending improvements that strengthen the law on behalf of our client communities. Our
advocacy efforts occur through an equity lens that gives priority consideration to impacts on
vulnerable Ontarians but also serves the broader public interest. The work is part of and
supported by our core legal aid mandate and is also supported by various funders and the
CELA Foundation. It is frequently collaborative. We work with many other environmental,
Indigenous, and social justice organizations and legal aid clinics, where we can leverage our
collective resources and expertise. CELA staff also serve as public appointees to numerous
governmental advisory bodies.

Legal Analysis and Law Reform 

HEALTHY GREAT LAKES

World Wildlife Fund
Canada,
Environmental
Defence and CELA
partnered to develop
a survey for
researchers in
Ontario to better
understand the
importance of
conservation
authority water
monitoring data.

https://celafoundation.ca/


EQUITY. JUSTICE. HEALTH cela.ca | PAGE 8

CELA is a founding member of the Low-Income Energy Network (LIEN), comprising over 95
organizations from across Ontario representing the intersection of interests of low-income
Ontarians and energy sustainability. LIEN has long advocated for energy efficiency programs
that bring multiple social and environmental benefits. LIEN helped ensure extra protections
were in place for vulnerable people due to economic disruptions caused by the pandemic. As
well, successful advocacy ensured that low-income programs will be included in the 2021-
2024 Conservation and Demand Management program at the Independent Electricity System
Operator (IESO). A Ministerial Directive to ensure this work continues was issued to the IESO
in late 2020.

CONFRONTING ENERGY POVERTY

PROTECTING CITIZEN RIGHTS 

The Walkerton crisis tragically demonstrated the result of inadequate drinking water
protections. In late 2019, CELA filed an Environmental Bill of Rights Application for Review of
the Clean Water Act in order to extend its protective coverage to non-municipal drinking water
systems. In February this year, the Ministry of Environment, Conservation and Parks denied
this application in a highly inadequate manner that did not respond to the serious issues
raised in our application. We were alarmed by overbroad Ministry statements about the safety
of Ontario’s drinking water that ignore the ongoing problems of drinking water advisories and
warnings on First Nations reserves in the province. CELA also remains deeply concerned that
continuing the unacceptable status quo under the Clean Water Act creates ongoing public
health and safety risks for Ontarians who are not served by municipal drinking water systems.

SAFE DRINKING WATER

CELA raised many concerns about Ontario’s omnibus Bill 197 (the COVID-19 Economic Recovery
Act), that changed numerous provincial laws, many of them directly affecting the health of our
communities and environment. Although Bill 197 purportedly addresses the need for pandemic
economic recovery, the bill largely ignored worldwide calls for a green and just recovery and
instead included a smorgasbord of environmental deregulation measures. Legal staff at CELA
completed several analyses of the large and complex bill despite no formal public notice and
comment opportunities under the Environmental Bill of Rights prior to the enactment of the bill.
CELA also filed a joint letter with 12 other environmental groups to Ontario’s Environment Minister
to raise concerns about the lack of public notice in relation to Bill 197’s changes to the
Environmental Assessment Act. Upon the bill’s swift passage, CELA commenced a judicial review
application on behalf of five clients as discussed further in our casework section above.

In a more positive move for
protecting citizen rights, a
unanimous decision in 2020 from
the Supreme Court of Canada
broadly interpreted Ontario’s law
that prevents strategic lawsuits
against public participation
(SLAPPs). CELA lawyers spent
nearly two decades advocating for
anti-SLAPP legislation in Ontario
and is thrilled to see an expansive
interpretation of this law by
Canada’s highest court.

https://lowincomeenergy.ca/


CELA continued multi-year collaborative efforts with environmental health and social justice
colleagues to address the rights of tenants to a healthy indoor environment. We updated a
fact sheet for tenants about bed bugs and pesticides, and provided a webinar (and associated
backgrounder) exploring the differences in risks that can arise from how pesticides used
indoors are regulated. 

TENANTS' RIGHTS AND HEALTHY HOUSING 
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CELA has long called for improved emergency planning around Canada’s aging nuclear plants
(including those in Ontario), a topic that extended this year into collaborative work with dozens
of public interest organizations addressing nuclear waste management. This analysis calls for
a new and socially acceptable radioactive waste policy for Canada. 

Emergency preparedness also extends to issues of flood resilience and other climate change
related concerns that informed our positions on the need for greater investment in
conservation authorities to support integrated watershed management, flood mitigation, and
protection and restoration of wetlands and other natural heritage sites.

EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS AND ADDRESSING NUCLEAR WASTE

We were also thrilled to obtain funding from the
MakeWay Foundation to develop an expert report on
mould, a common problem in poorly maintained
housing. This intersectoral collaboration and resulting
report will enable tenants and their legal advocates to
present consistent evidence before adjudicative
tribunals on the health effects of mould and prevention
and remediation measures. CELA also participated in
collaborative work among sister clinics to oppose
provincial changes to residential tenancy laws that will
impoverish and displace tenants and increase landlords
ability to evict while also restricting tenants’ rights to
bring forward repair and maintenance issues in rent
arrears cases, encouraging landlords to keep their
units in a state of disrepair.

WASTE, RECYCLING, AND PLASTICS
CELA responded to several provincial waste-related initiatives about Ontario's waste laws,
including blue box paper recycling proposals, advocacy for extended producer responsibility,
and for a circular economy framework to ensure that recycled content in post-consumer
products is not derived from products containing toxic substances. We commented on
Environment and Climate Change Canada’s draft science assessment on plastics and strongly
support the designation of plastic manufactured items as toxic under the Canadian
Environmental Protection Act, 1999. We support federal government proposals to ban single-
use plastics but recommend it capture a much larger range of plastic products. CELA’s work
on plastics extends internationally with advocacy for strong provisions in the Basel Convention
to prevent shipping of plastic wastes overseas and establish a prior informed consent to
ensure the environmentally sound management of such materials. 

https://rentsafe.ca/


EQUITY. JUSTICE. HEALTH cela.ca | PAGE 10

Since the government began the mandated review of CEPA in 2016, CELA has proposed
important revisions to strengthen Canada’s main environmental law. We seek to advance
environmental rights, strengthen obligations to protect vulnerable populations (including
people on low income, women of child-bearing age, children, Indigenous communities, and
workers), add obligations for informed substitution to ensure safe alternatives to toxic
substances, improve action on endocrine disrupting substances, develop national air quality
standards, and  improve enforcement and public engagement. This year has included many
collaborative efforts with other groups on outreach activities highlighting these CEPA reform
priorities including several presentations to groups representing vulnerable populations to
highlight the need for a stronger, more effective CEPA.

REFORM OF THE CANADIAN ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION ACT (CEPA)

A green and just recovery means investing in a
society that prioritizes and safeguards people’s
health and the well-being of natural ecosystems that
sustain all species. CELA has joined the efforts of
other environmental and public health organizations
and tens of thousands of Canadians who want to see
investments that do not set environmental progress
back, that don’t undermine environmental and social
justice, and that are compatible with Canada’s
environmental commitments. With this once-in-a-
generation chance to get this right, we called upon
the federal government to make investments that will
move towards a stronger, equitable, and more
sustainable society – through a Green and Just
Recovery. 

A GREEN AND JUST RECOVERY FROM THE COVID-19 PANDEMIC

In our work within the Green Budget Coalition
(GBC), the financing and related policy details are
spelled out. This year the GBC recommended that
climate and biodiversity objectives be central to
Canada’s pandemic recovery plans. We are seeking
investments in transformative large-scale
environmental initiatives and Indigenous-led
conservation, job-intensive “green stimulus” projects,
attaching “green strings” on any government funding
support, and more. CELA focused in particular on
ensuring renewed funding for the Chemicals
Management Plan (alongside a review of the
Canadian Environmental Protection Act), expanded
funding for the Pest Management Regulatory Agency
to meet legal requirements to properly regulate
pesticides, and complementary to both these areas
and many others, establishment of a new Canada
Water Agency.

https://greenbudget.ca/


Despite the challenges presented by the COVID-19 pandemic, CELA continued to provide
legal information to many people across Ontario including individual citizens, Indigenous
communities, citizens’ groups, service providers (including staff in other legal aid clinics),
private bar lawyers, and professional associations. We addressed environmental law, health,
safety, equity and pollution prevention topics. CELA staff also regularly responded to requests
for comments from news media.  

PUBLIC LEGAL EDUCATION AND COMMUNITY
OUTREACH
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In celebrating our 50th anniversary, much of
our public legal education activities this year
directly addressed the intersection of
environmental law and poverty law.

50
1970 - 20201970 - 2020YearsYears



The CELA e-Bulletin, with nearly 7000 subscribers, promotes CELA’s activities and web
content. It is also circulated to staff in our sister legal clinics across Ontario as our outreach
work is integrated with the Steps to Justice online resources maintained by sister specialty
clinic, Community Legal Education Ontario (CLEO). Each month, the e-Bulletin addresses a
specific theme alongside highlights of current cases and law reform activities, action alerts,
blogs, upcoming events and more. 

CELA’s presence on social media continues to grow and be integrated with our e-Bulletin and
website content. CELA has over 2100 followers on Facebook, over 2400 on Twitter, and over
150 on our recently added Instagram account. A new LinkedIn profile is also attracting a
growing audience. Our youtube channel continues to host a growing number of videos. 

Between the cela.ca and CELAfoundation.ca websites, both rebuilt in 2019, we continue to
build the most extensive online repository of environmental legal educational materials in
Canada. These websites had over 90,000 visitors this year. 

Content is loaded to cela.ca nearly every day adding to over 20 years’ worth of CELA
publications and 10+ years’ worth of CELA media releases, blogs, presentations, and more.
Our large rebuild of cela.ca continued this year with profiles of our current and past casework,
law reform activities, and public education campaigns. 

SignSign
Up!Up!

CELA ONLINE
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MONTHLY E-BULLETIN AND SOCIAL MEDIA

FOLLOW US

Sign up to receive the CELA monthly e-Bulletin, which keeps you posted on latest
activities, on our website at: 

cela.ca/sign-up-stay-informed-cela-bulletin

@CanEnvLawAssn @CanadianEnvironmentalLawAssociation

canadian-environmental-law-association-cela@CanEnvLawAssn

https://cela.ca/e-bulletin/
https://www.cleo.on.ca/en
https://cela.ca/
https://celafoundation.ca/
https://cela.ca/
https://cela.ca/
https://cela.ca/casework-profiles/
https://www.facebook.com/CanadianEnvironmentalLawAssociation
https://twitter.com/CanEnvLawAssn
https://www.instagram.com/canadianenvironmentallawassoc/
https://cela.ca/sign-up-stay-informed-cela-bulletin/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/canadian-environmental-law-association-cela/
https://cela.ca/sign-up-stay-informed-cela-bulletin/
https://twitter.com/CanEnvLawAssn
https://www.facebook.com/CanadianEnvironmentalLawAssociation
https://www.linkedin.com/company/canadian-environmental-law-association-cela/
https://www.instagram.com/canadianenvironmentallawassoc/
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Our regular cela.ca blog posts enable staff, students, and occasional guests to briefly and
helpfully explain areas of our work that can often be large and complex. This year, these blogs
continued to make more accessible many environmental law and environmental justice topics
that we also address in more detailed legal analyses or publications.

Topics were wide-ranging in 2020 including, for example, regulatory shortcomings threatening
water wells in Ontario, the need for federal law changes to ensure safer substitutes for toxic
chemicals in products, and the implications for our clients of key cases such as the federal
role in carbon pricing, the constitutional reference of Canada’s Impact Assessment Act, or
Ontario’s changes to the Environmental Assessment Act that remove key public participation
rights. 

We also used the CELA blog to mark the 20th anniversary of the Walkerton drinking water
tragedy, to alert the public about risks to Ontario’s Conservation Authorities, to raise
awareness about toxic environmental exposures that occur indoors, and the need for action
on plastics. Most blogs addressed CELA’s core mandate of using or reforming environmental
law to ensure justice for low income or vulnerable communities. As well, the blog continued to
be used to profile the many “faces of CELA,” including staff, colleagues in our many
collaborative alliances, and to provide space for student interns to summarize their work and
provide a fresh perspective on key environmental justice topics. 

ON THE BLOG

CELA counsel continue to serve as editors of the Canadian Environmental Law Reports, the
Annotated Guide to the Canadian Environmental Protection Act, and Ontario Water Law.

Three CELA lawyers also contributed a chapter to Nuclear Non-Proliferation in International
Law – Volume IV (2018) and reviewed the jurisdiction of the Canadian Nuclear Safety
Commission (CNSC), the regulatory body which oversees Canada’s nuclear industry. The
chapter discusses that in order to strengthen the independence of the CNSC, opportunities for
meaningful public participation should be developed, Indigenous engagement in CNSC
decision-making processes be affirmed, and the federal government’s role and responsibilities
for nuclear emergency management clarified.

LEGAL EXPERTISE

https://cela.ca/supreme-court-to-rule-on-federal-role-in-pricing-carbon/
https://cela.ca/bill-197-update/
https://cela.ca/we-can-build-back-better-if-we-put-people-and-the-planet-first/


This year saw a significant increase in delivery of webinars by CELA staff and students often
alongside colleagues in other NGOs and First Nations. We reached large audiences on
diverse topics. Webinars addressed climate law and vulnerable communities, whether the
carbon tax is unconstitutional, and differences in risks and regulation of pesticides used
indoors. We addressed regulatory shortcomings and necessary reforms on the topics of
perfluorinated chemicals, reform of the Canadian Environmental Protection Act, radioactive
waste, and raised concerns about provincial amendments to the Environmental Assessment
Act and the Conservation Authorities Act. 

Our Healthy Great Lakes program hosted or co-hosted 16 webinars with topics including: the
renegotiation of the Canada-Ontario Agreement; the Provincial Policy Statement the role of
conservation authorities; a 4-part series on working with Indigenous communities; an overview
of septic system reinspection programs in Ontario; and the very popular “Great Lakes Lessons
from the Past.” 

Marking the 20th anniversary of the Walkerton drinking water tragedy, CELA created a 9-part
video series examining the continuing legacy of the Walkerton Inquiry. CELA also convened
the “environmental themes of our times” virtual book club. 

Lawyers from CELA once again participated in this year’s online version of the annual
Environmental Law Toolkit Workshop, which educates environmental non-profits about the
legal tools available to protect our air, water, land, and human health. CELA lawyers
discussed torts, private prosecutions, provincial and federal environmental assessment law,
municipal law, and Ontario’s Environmental Bill of Rights. The workshop is hosted by the
Sustainability Network. 

As part of CELA’s expanded focus on our Regional Services, CELA staff endeavour to
provide public legal education sessions of interest and relevance to different parts of
the province. We aim to inform audiences about the diverse aspects of CELA’s work,
services and legal tools available to support community involvement on local
environmental health and pollution challenges.
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WEBINARS

 
Lake Ontario



The CELA Foundation (formerly the Resource Library for the Environment and the Law) was
renamed in 2019 with a renewed vision for an organization that, since 1993, has supported
CELA’s research and educational work on environmental law and justice issues. In particular,
the Foundation now provides an extremely valuable sponsorship of our Articling program. This
program enables CELA to train the next generation of environmental public interest lawyers
alongside several law student internships and other Foundation-funded projects to retain and
train junior legal counsel. 

Provincial cutbacks of 15% occurred during 2019 to the budget of Legal Aid Ontario, our core
funder; the same budget cut occurred at CELA. Fundraising efforts through the CELA
Foundation are ongoing to ensure that we can continue our critical work. Cuts to our legal aid
funding present huge challenges and we are very grateful for the generous donations received
during 2020. 

The CELA Foundation is a unique public resource. At CELAFoundation.ca we host online
resources that track the history of environmental law and justice in Canada. Within the 
 Environmental History Program the website hosts several significant collections that have lost
their original home, such as the historical publications of the Environmental Commissioner of
Ontario and the Environmental Beginnings project. We continue to maintain the in-house
library at our Toronto office, with the catalogue searchable online. 

As we celebrate our 50th anniversary, the CELA Foundation reflects the breadth of CELA’s
history and provides a critical foundation for CELA’s sustainability over the next 50 years. 
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The Canadian Environmental Law Foundation

celafoundation.ca
 
 

https://celafoundation.ca/
https://celafoundation.ca/
https://celafoundation.ca/


Audited Financial Statements - 
Canadian Environmental Law Foundation

Donations
Grants
Interest and Other

112,216
32,430

19
_________

144,665
 

Revenue

$
 

$
 

7,534
-

1,096
_________

8,630
 

$
 

$
 

2020
Year ended March 31

2019

Bank charges
Contract services
Fundraising
Library acquisition
Office and general
Project costs
Professional fees
Taxes

Expenses

139
2,598

14,996
596

3,556
32,430

2,981
664

_________
57,960

 
86,705

 
20,846

________
107,551

 $
 

Net assets, beginning of year

Statement of Operations and Net Assests

-
-
-
-

923
-

1,039
-

_________
1,962

 
6,668

 
14,178

________
20,846

 $
 

Net assets, end of year

Excess of revenue over expenses for the year

Assets                                                         

Cash
Harmonized sales tax recoverable
Prepaid expenses

106,322
1,688
1,173

_________
109,183

 

Current                                                  

$
 

$
 

37,615
-

300
_________

37,915
 

$
 

$
 

2020
March 31

2019

Liabilities

Accounts payable and accrued liabilities
Due to Canadian Environmental Law Association
Deferred revenue

1,040
592

-
_________

1,632
 

107,551
________

109,183
 

Current                                                  

$
 

1,039
-

16,030
_________

17,069
 

20,846
________

37,915
 

$
 

$
 

Net assets

Balance Sheet

$
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AUDITED FINANCIAL STATEMENTS - 
CANADIAN ENVIRONMENTAL LAW ASSOCIATION

Balance Sheet

Clinic
Fund

Litigation
Fund

Other
Fund 2020 2019

March 31

Cash
Term deposit due within one year
Accounts receivable
GST recoverable
Due to Clinic
Due from Litigation and Other
Due from (to) Canadian 

Environmental Law Foundation
(Note 6)

Prepaid expenses 

Current

34,396
-

3,015
7,268

-
219

 
 

2,241
14,627

_________
61,766

 

$
 

179,106
-

67,618
-
-
-
 
 

-
-

_________
246,724

 

$
 

367,694
-
-

3,953
27,901

-
 
 

(1,649)
3,434

_________
401,333

 

$
 

581,196
-

70,633
11,221

27,901
219

 
 

592
18,061

_________
709,823

 

$
 

565,071
62,729

159,058
16,025

-
3,149

 
 

-
24,029

_________
830,061

 

$
 

Assets

Investment in Co-operative of
Speciality Community Legal
Clinics of Ontario Inc. (note 2)

Capital assets (note 3)

 
 

500
2,638

_________
64,904

 
 

 
 

-
-

_________
246,724

 

 
 

-
-

_________
401,333

 

 
 

500
2,638

_________
712,961

 

 
 

500
6,383

_________
836,944

 
$

 
$

 
$

 
$

 
$

 

Bank overdraft
Accounts payable and accured

liabilities
Deffered revenue (note 4)
Due to Clinic
Due to Other

Current

-
 

22,163
-
-

27,901
_________

50,064
 

14,840
_________

64,904
 

$
 

-
 

-
-

219
-

_________
219

 
246,505

_________
246,724

 

$
 

-
 

711
72,426

-
-

_________
73,137

 
328,196

_________
401,333

 

$
 

-
 

22,874
72,426

219
27,901

_________
123,420

 
588,541

_________
712,961

 

$
 

8,196
 

1,500
168,063

3,149
-

_________
206,236

 
630,708

_________
836,944

 

$
 

Liabilities

$
 

Net assets

$
 

$
 

$
 

$
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(270)
________

15,110
________

14,840
 

$
 

Excess of revenue 
over expenses for the year
 

Net assets, beginning of year

Net assets, end of year

Statement of Operations and Net Assets

Clinic
Fund

Litigation
Fund

Other
Fund 2020 2019

Year ended March 31

Legal Aid Ontario
Grants (note 4)
Interest and other income
Royalties
Legal Aid Ontario indirect

payments (note5)

Revenue

1,283,483
-

1,877
-
 

47,299
_________

1,332,659
 

$
 

$
 

Amortization
Bad debts (recovery)
Communications, printing 
     and distribution (note 6)
Contracted services
Equipment (note 6)
Great Lakes People's Summits
Indirect payments
Library purchases (note 6)
Occupancy (note 6)
Office and General (note 6)
Professional development
Professional dues
Professional fees
Salaries and benefits
Travel

3,745
 
 

6,445
19,599
11,734

-
47,299

449
115,348

8,719
385

14,459
7,800

1,094,865
2,082

_________
1,332,929

_________
 
 

$
 

-
1,252

 
-
-
-
-
 

-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-

_________
1,252

_________
 

$
 

-
 
 

6,660
122,708

-
1,912

-
-
-

7,674
-
-

550
164,195

6,049
________

309,748
________

 

$
 

3,745
1,252

 
13,105

142,307
11,734

1,912
47,299

449
115,348
16,393

385
14,459
8,350

1,259,060
8,131

_________
1,643,929

_________
 

$
 

3,496
595

 
25,743

270,421
15,339
12,319

25,028
12,814

141,782
9,958
5,908
15,757
7,800

1,300,776
20,831

_________
1,868,567

_________
 

$
 

Expenses

$
 

$
 

$
 

$
 

$
 

-
-

892
-
 

-
_________

892
 

$
 

$
 

-
207,051

38,160
24,000

 
-

_________
269,211

 

$
 

$
 

1,283,483
207,051
40,929
24,000

 
47,299

_________
1,602,762

 

$
 

1,525,239
311,119

39,850
27,000

 
31,083

_________
1,934,291

 

$
 

$
 

$
 

(360)
________

246,865
________

246,505
 

$
 

(40,437)
________

368,733
________

328,196
 

$
 

(41,167)
________

630,708
________

589,541
 

$
 

65,724
________

564,984
________

630,708
 

$
 

This information is a condensed financial statement consistent with and derived from the
audited financial statements of the Canadian Environmental Law Association as o July 24,
2020. Audited financial statements were prepared by Chaplin and Co. Chartered Accountants
in accordance with the Canadian generally accepted auditing standards and who expressed
an unqualified opinion on these financial statements in their report dated July 24, 2020. To
obtain a better understanding of the organization’s financial position and the results of its
operations and cash flow for the year in question, the condensed financial statements should
be read in light of the relevant audited financial statements which are available upon request.
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CELA is deeply grateful for the work of our dedicated staff and all the help we get from
members of our Board of Directors and volunteers, and the financial contributions from our
supporters and funders. We also appreciate the assistance and good relationships we enjoy
with our clients and the many organizations and individuals we collaborate with each year.

THANK YOU!

Caitlin Beresford
Kerrie Blaise
Joseph Castrilli
Carl Chu
Kathleen Cooper
Fe de Leon
Jessica Karban
Rizwan Khan
Richard Lindgren
Anastasia Lintner
Theresa McClenaghan
Amanda Montgomery
Ramani Nadarajah
Andrew Pickles
Krystal-Anne Roussel
Morten Siersbaek
Tracy Tucker
April Weppler
Jacqueline Wilson

CELA STAFF

Lauren Alcorn
Elizabeth Block
Jackie Campbell
Lesley Cameron (Chair)
Bruce Davidson
Miriam Diamond
Renee Griffin (President)
Isobel Heathcote
John Jackson
Grace Patterson
Luke Wintjes
Henry Wong (Treasurer)

CELA NON-STAFF BOARD MEMBERS

Brayden Anstee
Rachel Arsenault
Taraneh Ashrafi
Petri Bailey
Edith Barabash
Elizabeth Chan
Ryan Chawner 
Yi Chen
Cassandra Eby
Rhonda Gagnon
Lawrence Gunther
Peter Hillson
Dianne Hwang
John Jackson

VOLUNTEERS, STUDENTS, AND INTERNS

Michelle LaFortune
Jacynthe Ledoux
Sophia Maria Lewycky
Anna Lindgren-Tanga
Rime Luu
Sharon Mai
Rachel Marcus
Jacob Marchel
Isobel Mason
Yvonne Mazurak 
Chris McLaughlin
Ryan McNamara
Stephanie Messina
Julie Mutis
Emilia Nippard

Kya Nolan
Matt Pascuzzo
Christina Persad
Gary Pritchard
Terry Rees
Randy Restoule
Karen Robayo
Keith Sayers
Jessica Schissler
Jenna Sheikh
Payden Jenny Shrub
Liam Tucker-Young
Sadie-Rae Werner
Sean Whiting
Lauren Wortsman
Flavia Zaka
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Advocacy Centre for Tenants Ontario
Asbestos Free Canada
Bay Area Restoration Council
Blue Fish Canada
Bora Laskin Faculty of Law, Lakehead University 
Cambium Indigenous Professional Services
Campaign for Nuclear Phase-out
Canadian Association of Physicians for the Environment
Canadian Association of University Teachers
Canadian Centre for Policy Alternatives
Canadian Environment Network Environmental Assessment Reform Working Group
Canadian Environmental Rights Network
Canadian Partnership for Children’s Health and Environment
CAREX Canada
Centre for Environmental Health Equity
Chippewas of the Thames First Nations
Oneida of the Thames First Nations
Munsee Delaware First Nation
Chiefs of Ontario
Citizens Environment Alliance of Southwestern Ontario
Citizens Network on Waste Management
Clean Air Alliance
Concerned Citizens of Renfrew County
Concerned Citizens for Nuclear Responsibility
Cooperative of Specialty Community Legal Clinics of Ontario
Council of Canadians
David Suzuki Foundation
Dokis First Nation
Durham Nuclear Awareness 
Ecojustice
Environment North
Environmental Defence
Environmental Health Institute of Canada
Federation of Ontario Cottagers’ Associations
Freshwater Future Canada

PARTNER AGENCIES
Great Lakes Network
Great Lakes Protection Act Alliance
Green Budget Coalition
Green Prosperity
Greenpeace
Health and Environment Justice Support
International Pollutants Elimination Network
Law Foundation of Ontario - Law in Action Within Schools Program
Legal Aid Ontario
Low Income Energy Network
MiningWatch Canada
National Wildlife Federation
Ontario Environment Network
Ontario Nurses for the Environment Working Group
Ontario Rivers Alliance
Osgoode Hall Law School’s Environmental Justice and Sustainability Clinic
Northwatch
Prevent Cancer Now
Recycling Council of Ontario
RentSafe
Ryerson University
Swim Drink Fish Canada
Sustainability Network
Toronto Cancer Prevention Coalition
Toronto Environmental Alliance
Toxics Free Great  Lakes Binational Network
University of Toronto Law School Pro Bono Program
University of Windsor Transnational Law Program
University of Windsor Externship Law Program
University of Western Ontario Law School Pro Bono Program
Waste Watch Ottawa
Water Institute, University of Waterloo
Wilfrid Laurier University
World Wildlife Fund Canada

Legal Aid Ontario
Individual donors to the CELA Foundation
Charles Stewart Mott Foundation
David Suzuki Foundation
Dokis First Nation
Dragonfly Fund of the MakeWay Foundation
Freshwater Future (Great Lakes Network)
National Union of Public and General Employees
Participant Funding Program, Canadian Nuclear Safety Commission
Participant Funding Program, Impact Assessment Agency of Canada

FUNDERS
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