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About Us

 The Canadian Environmental Law Association (CELA) is a 
specialty community legal clinic providing services to low 
income individuals and disadvantaged communities 
across Ontario in environmental law matters. 

 CELA was established in 1970, funded as an Ontario 
specialty legal aid clinic by Legal Aid Ontario since 1978. 

 Ontario’s only clinic providing environmental law legal 
aid services including representation in trial and 
appellate courts and before administrative tribunals; 
summary advice and brief services; public legal 
education and law reform 
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The Principle of 
Environmental Justice (1)

Environmental benefits and burdens should be equitably 
distributed among all persons, rather than allowing the 
majority of adverse impacts to be unfairly imposed upon 
visible minorities, Indigenous and/or marginalized 
communities.

• The practical difficulties for member of the public to engage, 
the complexity and time-consuming nature of participation 
serve as significant barriers to environmental justice

• Environmental justice is the idea that when everyone can 
meaningfully participate, no group should be affected 
inequitable by a decision
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The Principle of 
Environmental Justice (2)

The environmental justice principle has a 
number of procedural dimensions, including:

▪ Right to participate Everyone must have an 
opportunity to meaningfully participate in all aspects of 
governmental decision-making that may affect their 
health or environment

▪ Right to know Everyone must have full and timely 
access to information that is being used for decision-
making purposes

4



Why Participate?

• Enhances the democratic legitimacy of decision 
making  

• Leads to greater accountability and effectiveness 
in decision making 

• Is an effective means through which local 
concerns, values, and knowledge can be raised

• Leads to outcomes better suited to the needs and 
interest of a community.
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1. Canada’s Plan for 

Small Modular 

Reactors (SMRs)

 Completely new reactor 
design is being touted as 
‘climate solution’

 Industry’s “SMR Roadmap” 
has been endorsed by the 
federal government

 100+ environmental groups 
and Indigenous 
communities have called for 
halt of government funding 
for SMRS 7
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https://smrroadmap.ca/
https://cela.ca/statement-on-small-modular-reactors/
http://intercontinentalcry.org/canada-indigenous-land-to-become-a-nuclear-outhouse/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/


2. Risking Environmental 
Protection & Indigenous Rights 

 Risk to citizens and communities being increased 
due to easing of safety and environmental 
regulations for SMRs

 Focus on SMR use in remote communities raises 
new concerns about accidents, radiological and 
proliferation risk

 Nuclear technology is inherently dangerous but 
process to date does not recognize the serious 
consequences for communities where SMRs 
may be installed 8



3. New Nuclear in the Algonquin 
Nation’s Traditional Territory 

 Proposed SMR located in Algonquin Nation 
traditional territory is a demonstration project 
for future commercialization of SMRs

 Kebaowek First Nation has asked Canada’s 
nuclear regulator to suspend the project and 
is calling for an alternative - one that won’t 
undermine their rights and leave a toxic 
legacy

Source: https://policyoptions.irpp.org/magazines/february-2022/decolonizing-energy-and-the-
nuclear-narrative-of-small-modular-reactors/
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4. Empowering Indigenous rights 

and public participation

We need to:

 Replace promotional, industry rhetoric with 
accountability for environmental debts (mining, 
accidents, legacy wastes)  

 End discrimination and marginalization 
experienced by Indigenous peoples in Canada by 
respecting individual and collective rights (Article 
29, UNDRIP) 

 Require legal frameworks that empowers 
consultation, public to access information and 
participation; and strengthens environmental 
standards to protect human rights 10
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