
S-5:  
Linking human rights and 
environmental protection?
Joshua McNeely
Congress of Aboriginal Peoples
Oct. 19, 2022



Whereas the Government of Canada recognizes that every individual in 
Canada has a right to a healthy environment as provided under this Act

Whereas the Government of Canada is committed to implementing the 
United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, including free, 
prior and informed consent





The Human Right to a Clean, Healthy 
and Sustainable Environment
Environmental degradation, climate change, and unsustainable development 
constitute some of the most pressing and serious threats to the ability of 
present and future generations to enjoy human rights, including the right to 
life.  

The exercise of human rights, including the rights to seek, receive and impart 
information, to participate effectively in the conduct of government and 
public affairs and in environmental decision-making and to an effective 
remedy, is vital to the protection of a clean, healthy and sustainable 
environment.

UN Human Rights Council.  48th Session, Resolution 48/13: The human right to a 
clean, healthy and sustainable environment.  Oct. 18, 2021.  A/HRC/RES/48/13



Universal Declaration on the Rights of 
Mother Earth
Just as human beings have human rights, all other beings also have rights 
which are specific to their species or kind and appropriate for their role and 
function within the communities within which they exist. The rights of each 
being are limited by the rights of other beings and any conflict between their 
rights must be resolved in a way that maintains the integrity, balance and 
health of Mother Earth.   

Universal Declaration on the Rights of Mother Earth. Apr. 22, 2010. World 
People’s Conference on Climate Change and the Rights of Mother Earth. 
Cochabamba, Bolivia 



States should ensure that they comply with their obligations to indigenous 
peoples and members of traditional communities, including by: 
(a) recognizing and protecting their rights to the lands, territories and resources 
that they have traditionally owned, occupied or used; 
(b) consulting with them and obtaining their free, prior and informed consent 
before relocating them or taking or approving any other measures that may 
affect their lands, territories or resources; 
(c) respecting and protecting their traditional knowledge and practices in 
relation to the conservation and sustainable use of their lands, territories and 
resources; 
(d) ensuring that they fairly and equitably share the benefits from activities 
relating to their lands, territories or resources.

UN Human Rights Council.  37th Session, Agenda Item 3.  Report of the Special 
Rapporteur on the issue of human rights obligations relating to the enjoyment 
of a safe, clean, healthy and sustainable environment.  Jan. 24, 2018.  
A/HRC/37/59.



Other international recognition
On the one hand, their rights, territories and livelihoods are seriously 
threatened by the world’s demographic pressure, compounded by the 
extractive industries’ appetite for resources.  A widespread lack of respect of 
their cultures and rights has resulted in many communities being decimated, 
dispossessed of their lands and forcibly relocated. 

On the other hand, scientists increasingly recognize what indigenous peoples 
have been voicing for decades: while holding much of the world’s diversity in 
terms of culture, language and spirituality, indigenous peoples are also the 
stewards of natural resources and guardians of biodiversity. This has brought 
increased interest to indigenous peoples in the aftermath of the climate 
change negotiations during COP 21 in Paris 2015, in that indigenous peoples 
hold some of today’s answers to tomorrow’s challenges.



FPIC
FREE – of coercion and conditions by the party seeking consent.

PRIOR – timelines must match Indigenous Peoples self-determined decision-
making processes, i.e., information provided well in advance. 

INFORMED – adequate information must be provided in a way that is 
accessible and understandable.

CONSENT – Indigenous Peoples retain full control to give or withhold consent or 
impose conditions and can withdraw or modify consent at any time.

UN Food and Agricultural Organization.  
Free Prior and Informed Consent: An 
indigenous peoples’ right and a good 
practice for local communities – manual 
for project practitioners.  2016.  


