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Where’s	The	Protection?	
	 	
Prayer	
	
First	and	foremost,	I	would	like	to	acknowledge	all	the	work	that	has	
been	done	by	First	Nations,	Metis,	Inuit	and	non-status	people	in	their	
fight	against	environmental	degradation.		I	want	to	acknowledge	that	
my	work	on	environmental	issues	has	been	built	through	their	effort	
-	 they	 have	 guided	 me	 in	 my	 push	 towards	 an	 improved	 level	 of	
environmental	stewardship.			
	
I	want	to	specifically	acknowledge	Tataskweyak	Cree	Nation	(TCN)	
and	 Snuneymuxw	 First	 Nation	 (SFN)	 for	 sharing	 their	 indigenous	
knowledge	and	 for	 their	 tireless	work.	 	 I	want	 to	acknowledge	our	
allies	for	all	the	work	you	have	done	and	will	continue	to	do.			I	want	
to	especially	thank	CELA,	Nature	Canada,	Ecojustice,	Environmental	
Defense,	David	Suzuki	Foundation,	and	the	Canadian	Association	of	
Physicians	 for	 the	 Environment,	 for	 all	 your	 advocacy	 and	 for	
informing	the	work	that	we	do.	
	
Environmental	protection	is	an	issue	that	has	arisen	in	response	to	
the	destruction	that	has	occurred	to	our	habitats	over	the	years.		This	
destruction	has	contributed	to	the	contamination	and	poor	health	of	
our	 land,	 air,	 water,	 biodiversity,	 ecosystems,	 animals,	 birds,	 fish,	
flora,	and,	of	course,	our	people.			
	
This	 destruction	 has	 been	 allowed	 to	 happen	 through	 land	
dispossession;	violation	of	human	and	animal	rights;	and	violation	of	
environmental	 rights	 of	 all	 creation,	 including	Mother	 Earth.	 	 This	
was	all	done	because	of	the	pervasive,	ever-increasing	“development”	
activities	driven	by	greed.		As	we	have	seen,	this	greed	is	driven	by	
profit,	a	profit	which	 is	not	shared	equitably	with	the	communities	
whose	resources	have	been	plundered	and	whose	people	have	been	
left	to	suffer	with	the	fallout.			
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This	has	resulted	in	the	creation	of	vulnerable	environments,	wherein	
the	environment	is	no	longer	able	to	adequately	protect	the	web	of	
life.		It	is	vulnerable	because	the	environment,	once	healthy,	thriving,	
and	self-sustaining,	can	no	longer	do	the	work	it	used	in	cleaning	up	
contaminations.	 	 This	 is	 because	 the	 environment	 is	 overwhelmed	
with	 toxicity	 and	 destruction	 of	 habitat	 through	 the	 negative	
cumulative	 impacts	 of	 resource	 extraction.	 	 This	 vulnerable	
environment	has,	in	turn,	made	people	vulnerable	to	the	extent	that	
there	have	been	increases	in	premature	mortality	and	morbidity.		The	
negative	impacts	on	social	and	political	determinants	of	health	in	this	
vulnerable	environment	continue	to	produce	vulnerable	people.		
	
When	 legislation	 does	 not	 take	 a	 whole	 systems	 approach	 to	
addressing	the	carnage	that	is	occurring,	but	rather	does	so	through	
piecemeal	 and	 siloed	 legislation,	 these	 policies	will	 continue	 to	 be	
unable	 to	 complete	 the	 timely,	 fulsome	 work	 needed	 to	
decontaminate	and	mitigate	environmental	degradation.			
	
How,	 then,	 can	 we	 identify	 the	 greatest	 contributors	 to	
environmental	contamination	and	their	potential	cumulative	effects?		
Without	 addressing	 this	 in	 a	 responsible	 and	 comprehensive	way,	
legislators	are	left	in	a	severe	deficit	and,	as	a	result,	the	legislation	
continues	to	oppress	rather	than	resolve.	
	
What	about	other	legislation	that	impacts	both	the	environment	and	
the	lives	of	First	Nations,	Metis,	Inuit	and	non-status	Peoples?		People	
continue	to	claim	that	the	United	Nations	Declaration	on	the	Rights	of	
Indigenous	Peoples	(UNDRIP)	was	passed	into	law,	but	that	is	not	the	
case.	 	 What	 was	 passed	 was	 merely	 an	 action	 plan	 to	 begin	
consultations	 into	 how	 the	 principles	 of	 UNDRIP	 can	 begin	 to	 be	
incorporated	into	Canadian	law.			
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With	this	fact,	industry	continues	to	win	because	of	the	continued	lack	
of	free,	prior	and	informed	consent	(FPIC),	which	is	the	right	of	the	
people	who	are	impacted	by	resource	extractive	activities	occurring	
in	their	area.	 	Passive	 legislation	 like	the	recently	adopted	UNDRIP	
law	 continues	 to	 put	 people,	 animals,	 and	 the	 environment	 at	 a	
disadvantage	because	of	the	powerlessness	it	produces.		Are	we	then,	
as	legislators,	producing	and	introducing	poverty	in	its	many	varied	
forms?	 	 Poverty	 is	 not	 only	 reflected	 in	 economics	 but	 can	 also	
represent	the	infringement	of	our	other	rights	and	freedoms.	
	
When	 looking	 specifically	 at	 the	 CEPA	 legislation	 and	 at	 Bill	 S-5,	
which	is	currently	before	the	House	of	Commons	with	the	intention	
of	amending	CEPA,	there	leaves	much	to	be	desired.	 	While	Bill	S-5	
was	 before	 the	 Senate	 earlier	 this	 year,	 I	 had	 made	 a	 number	 of	
amendments	 to	 the	 Bill,	 including	 adding	 reference	 to	 the	 term,	
“vulnerable	 environment.”	 	 Although	 this	 amendment	 passed	 the	
Senate,	I	have	been	advised	that	there	is	some	concern	around	this	
term	 in	 the	 House	 of	 Commons.	 	 This	 concern	 springs	 from	 an	
overwhelming	hesitation	on	the	part	of	government	to	acknowledge	
the	need	for	a	greater	scope	on	environmental	issues.		Following	that	
requisite	acknowledgement	comes	the	need	to	introduce	new	terms	
and	concepts	into	legislation	to	ensure	these	laws	are	better	suited	to	
be	responsive	and	effective	when	combating	the	many	threats	 that	
exist	to	our	environment.		However,	the	House	of	Commons	feels	that,	
because	“vulnerable	environment”	is	not	currently	defined	in	federal	
law,	 that	 is	 grounds	 enough	 to	 defeat	 the	 amendment.	 	 It	 should	
further	 be	 noted	 that	 important	 concepts	 like	 “environmental	 and	
geographic	racism,”	which	we	know	exist,	are	also	concepts	that	the	
government	 is	 reluctant	 to	 enshrine	 into	 law	 and	 address	
accordingly.		
	
When	it	comes	to	the	law	itself,	do	I	feel	that	CEPA	and	Bill	S-5	will	
address	the	myriad	of	issues	brought	forward	through	the	pre-study	
undertaken	by	the	Senate	Committee	on	Energy,	the	Environment	and	
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Natural	Resources,	of	which	I	am	a	member?		No,	I	do	not.		When	we	
look	at	the	last	20-plus	years	since	CEPA	1999	passed,	the	destruction	
resulting	 from	 resource	 extraction	 and	 development	 has	 only	
continued	to	increase.	 	So	where	has	this	protection	been	and	who,	
exactly,	has	benefited	from	it?			
	
There	remains	much	work	to	be	done	in	ensuring	our	lands,	waters,	
and	air	remain	healthy	and	free	from	threat.	 	 In	the	absence	of	the	
proper	steps	being	taken,	how,	then,	can	we	believe	that	we	have	the	
right	 to	a	healthy	environment?	And	how	did	we	become	a	people	
who	need	protection	when	we	were	once	sovereign	nations?	
	
These	are	the	questions	I	continue	to	grapple	with.		These	are	also	the	
underlying	issues	that	I	constantly	probe	as	I	work	within	the	Senate	
to	ensure	a	better,	healthier	world	will	be	left	behind	for	my	children,	
my	grandchildren,	and	the	7	generations	that	are	to	follow.	
	
Thank	you.	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
		
		
	
		


