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September 11, 2024 
           
The Right Honourable Justin Trudeau 
Prime Minister of Canada 
justin.trudeau@parl.gc.ca  
 
The Honourable Steven Guilbeault 
Minister of the Environment and Climate Change 
Steven.Guilbeault@parl.gc.ca 
 
The Honourable Mark Holland 
Minister of Health 
Mark.holland@parl.gc.ca 
 
Re: The Urgent Need for Greater Controls on Per- and polyfluoroalkyl substances (PFAS) 

 
Dear Prime Minister Trudeau, Minister Guilbeault and Minister Holland, 
 
We, the undersigned, are environmental scientists and medical experts practising in Canada, the 
United States, and other countries concerned about widespread environmental and human 
exposure to PFAS (per and polyfluorinated alkyl substances or “forever chemicals”). It is our view 
that there is an urgent need for all governments, including the government of Canada, to make 
greater efforts to eliminate the threat posed by these substances to human health and the 
environment. 

What are PFAS, where are they found, and what are their effects? 
As you are aware, PFAS are a class of human-made substances numbering in the thousands that 
are used to make products resist water, stains, and heat. They are used in industrial processes, 
military and firefighting operations, and consumer products (e.g., dental floss, textiles, children’s 
clothing, non-stick pans, food containers, cosmetics, and paints, to list just a few uses). PFAS are 
called “forever chemicals” because they are highly persistent, highly mobile (particularly in 
water), and only degrade very slowly, if at all, in the environment. They are abundant in the indoor 
environment (e.g., household air and dust), the outdoor environment (soil, groundwater, and 
surface water), wildlife, and humans. They are found in food. They have been found in the bodies 
of 98.5 percent of people tested in Canada, as well as in the United States, and other countries. 
They have been detected in major bodies of water, such as the Great Lakes, and in municipal 
drinking water supplies. Many, but not all, water-related PFAS exposures are due to the use of fire-
fighting foams at federally owned or regulated facilities such as military installations and airports 
that are the responsibility of the Departments of National Defense and Transport, respectively. 
Exposure to many of the chemicals in this class has been associated with diverse health effects 
such as metabolic disorders, immune system dysfunction, decreased fertility in women, 
developmental delays in children and increased risk of prostate, kidney, and testicular cancers. 
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Existing controls on PFAS in Canada 
Currently, there are three categories of PFAS that are subject to controls by the government of 
Canada: PFOS, PFOA, and long-chain perfluorocarboxylic acids (LC-PFCAs) (and their salts and 
precursors). Federal regulations prohibit the manufacture, use, sale, and import of PFOS, PFOA, 
and LC-PFCAs and products containing these substances, but allow certain exceptions (e.g. for 
firefighting, photolithography, and photographic film). However, these three chemical categories 
represent a small fraction of the total number of PFAS in commerce. 

Status of proposed government initiatives  
In 2021, the government announced an intention to consider addressing as a class all PFAS 
chemicals. In May 2023, the government released a draft report seeking public comment on doing 
so as opposed to regulating individual chemicals in the class, noting the impracticality and 
ineffectiveness of the latter approach. The draft report concluded that the class of PFAS chemicals 
meet the requirements for demonstrating toxicity under section 64 the Canadian Environmental 
Protection Act in two respects. They are entering or may enter the environment in a quantity or 
concentration or under conditions that: (1) have or may have immediate or long-term harmful 
effects on the environment or its biological diversity; and (2) constitute or may constitute a danger 
in Canada to human life or health (CEPA subsections 64(a) and (c)).  

An accompanying 2023 risk management strategy to the draft PFAS report identified certain steps 
the government committed to taking to address the overall PFAS problem. These included: (1) 
removing most remaining exemptions from federal prohibitions on the use of the three regulated 
PFAS classes; (2) collecting additional data on PFAS chemicals through a notice issued under the 
authority of federal legislation to inform risk management decision making; and (3) publishing a 
final state of the PFAS report and recommended risk management approach.  

However, instead of issuing a final report on this matter, in July 2024, the government released an 
updated draft report following the reception of public comment on the May 2023 draft. The July 
2024 updated draft still indicates that PFAS meet the above CEPA toxicity criteria, and proposes 
to address PFAS chemicals as a class, but recommends excluding from the class fluoropolymers, 
as defined in the update, at this time. According to the updated draft report, there is evidence to 
suggest that “fluoropolymers may have significantly different exposure and hazard profiles when 
compared with other PFAS in the class”. The updated draft report notes that fluoropolymers will 
be the subject of a separate assessment but does not indicate when this is expected to be 
commenced and completed.  

Moreover, according to the government notice that accompanied release of the July 2024 update, 
the proposed designation of the class, should it proceed, would see PFAS chemicals added to the 
list of toxic substances under Part 2 of Schedule 1 of CEPA, 1999. Designation under Part 2 has 
implications for the types of controls that may be applied to such designated chemicals. For 
example, designation under Part 2 generally excludes, as a regulatory measure, prohibition of 
chemicals from commerce. In our view, excluding prohibition from commerce as a possible tool 
for addressing “forever chemicals” is very concerning from an environmental health perspective.  
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Furthermore, the government only issued its survey notice for collecting additional data on the 
manufacture, import, and use of PFAS chemicals at the end of July 2024. The notice gives industry 
until the end of January 2025 to respond to the survey questions. In the normal course, this could 
mean that the public might not see either the results of the survey or the final version of the PFAS 
report until well into 2026. To this one must add the two years following eventual designation of 
these chemicals permitted under federal law within which the government must issue proposed 
regulatory measures for controlling them, and an additional 18 months before the government must 
finalize such measures and bring them into force as a matter of law. Under these circumstances, 
the public may be looking at the year 2030 before the controls promised on more PFAS chemicals 
will be in place. This is far too leisurely a pace considering the problems posed by “forever 
chemicals”, and the 2021 announcement by the government of its intention to address this class of 
chemicals. 

To sum up, at this time, the government: (1) has only just issued the promised additional data 
collection notice to industry; (2) has not removed from the regulations exemptions from 
prohibition for already regulated PFAS chemicals; (3) has proposed designating PFAS chemicals 
(other than fluoropolymers) under Part 2 of Schedule 1 of the CEPA, 1999 where they likely will 
not be subject to prohibition from commerce; (4) has not identified the timeframe for imposing 
restrictions on non-essential uses of PFAS, and (5) has not identified the expected timeframe within 
which assessment of fluoropolymers should occur as a prerequisite to determining whether they 
should be returned to the class of PFAS chemicals eligible for control under the Act.   

What needs to be done 

We urge your office to: (1) address the above five matters on an expedited basis; and (2) ensure 
that the eventual measures adopted are tabled in the House of Commons and Senate where standing 
committees of both bodies may examine their effectiveness along with other measures that may be 
needed. 
 
Thank you for considering this issue the resolution of which is vital to protection of the 
environment and the health and well-being of present and future generations. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Miriam L. Diamond, FRSC, FRCGS, FSETAC 
Professor, Department of Earth Sciences  
Professor, School of the Environment 
Cross-appointments: 
 Department of Chemical Engineering and Applied Chemistry 
 Dalla Lana School of Public Health 
 Department of Physical and Environmental Sciences, UoT Scarborough 
 Department of Geography and Planning 
Member of the Scientific and Expert Advisory Panel, Global Environment Facility 
Earth Commissioner for Earth Commission 2.0  

https://stapgef.org/
https://earthcommission.org/
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Co-Signatories (59): 
 

Full Name Institution/ 
Organization 

Department/ 
School 

Title/ 
Degrees Email address 

Adam Point Ontario Tech 
University Science Postdoctoral Fellow apoint1292@gmail.com 

Amanda Giang University of 
British Columbia 

Mechanical 
Engineering 

Assistant Professor 
Canada Research Chair 

in Environmental 
Modelling for Policy 

amanda.giang@ubc.ca 

Amira Aker 
Boston 

University/CHU 
de Quebec 

Public Health Assistant Professor Amaker@bu.edu 

Amy Rand Carleton 
University Chemistry Assistant Professor amy.rand@carleton.ca 

Andreas Schaeffer RWTH Aachen 
University 

Environmental 
Science Professor Emeritus andreas.schaeffer@bio5.rwth-

aachen.de 
Charlyn Black MD, 

ScD 
University of 

British Columbia 
Population and 
Public Health Professor charlyndblack@gmail.com 

Cora Young York University Chemistry Professor and Rogers 
Chair in Chemistry youngcj@yorku.ca 

David Boyd UBC Public Policy and 
Global Affairs 

Associate Professor of 
Law, Policy and 
Sustainability 

david.r.boyd@ires.ubc.ca 

Deborah Curry Family Doctor - MD - 

Denina Bobbie 
Dawn Simmons 

Ontario Tech 
University Science 

PhD, Associate 
Professor, Canada 

Research Chair 
denina.simmons@ontariotechu.ca 

Derek Muir University of 
Toronto Chemistry Adjunct Professor derek.muir@utoronto.ca 

Diane Maldonado Concordia 
University Chemistry Research Assistant di_maldo@live.concordia.ca 

Douglas 
Courtemanche 

BC Children's 
Hospital & UBC Surgery MD, MS, FRCSC douglas.courtemanche@ubc.ca 

Dr. Kai Irani 
Royal College of 
Physicians and 

Surgeons 
- MBBS, FRCPC - 

Dr. Ronald Gibson CAPE - MD, FRCPC rgibson@mail.ubc.ca 

Gabriel Sigmund Wageningen 
University 

Environmental 
Technology Assistant Professor gabriel.sigmund@wur.nl 

Graham F. Peaslee University of 
Notre Dame 

Physics and 
Astronomy Professor Emeritus gpeaslee@nd.edu 

Gretta Goldenman Global PFAS 
Science Panel - Co-coordinator grettagoldenman@gmail.com 

Gunilla Oberg University of 
British Columbia 

Resources, 
Environment, and 

Sustainability 
Professor gunilla.oberg@ubc.ca 

Ian Cousins Stockholm 
University 

Environmental 
Chemistry Professor ian.cousins@aces.su.se 

Janet Ray Island Health 
Victoria BC - MD janray57@gmail.com 

Jeff Brook University of 
Toronto Public Health Professor jeff.brook@utoronto.ca 
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Jennifer Murphy University of 
Toronto Chemistry Professor - 

Jessica D'eon University of 
Toronto Chemistry Associate Professor, 

Teaching Stream jessica.deon@utoronto.ca 

Jessica Dawson Physician in 
Vancouver BC - Emergency physician jqdawson@icloud.com 

Jinxia Liu McGill University Civil Engineering Associate Professor jinxia.liu@mcgill.ca 

Jonathan Verreault 
Université du 

Québec à 
Montréal 

Biological 
Sciences Professor verreault.jonathan@uqam.ca 

Joseph Okeme McMaster 
University 

Chemistry and 
Chemical Biology Assistant professor - 

Karl Jobst 
Memorial 

University of 
Newfoundland 

Chemistry Assistant Professor kjobst@mun.ca 

Lauren Richter University of 
Toronto Sociology Assistant Professor lauren.richter@utoronto.ca 

Lindsay Cahill 
Memorial 

University of 
Newfoundland 

Chemistry Associate Professor lcahill@mun.ca 

Lydia Jahl Green Science 
Policy Institute - Senior Scientist Lydia@GreenSciencePolicy.org 

Mary Gant 

NIH/National 
Institute of 

Environmental 
Health Sciences 

- Policy Analyst (Retired) mary@gant.io 

Marc-André Verner Université de 
Montréal 

Environmental 
and Occupational 

Health 
Associate Professor marc-andre.verner.1@umontreal.ca 

Margaret McGregor University of 
British Columbia Family Practice MD, MHSc mrgret@mail.ubc.ca 

Maria Clara Starling 
Universidade 

Federal de Minas 
Gerais - Brazil 

Sanitary and 
Environmental 
Engineering 

Professor and 
Researcher mariaclara@desa.ufmg.br 

Marianne Rev CAPE - MD mariannerev@gmail.com 

Marta Venier Indiana University 
Public and 

Environmental 
Affairs 

Assistant Professor mvenier@indiana.edu 

Martin Scheringer 
Masaryk 

University, Brno, 
Czech Republic 

Environmental 
Systems Science Professor martin.scheringer@recetox.muni.cz 

Matthew MacLeod Stockholm 
University 

Environmental 
Science Professor  matthew.macleod@aces.su.se 

Melissa Lem University of 
British Columbia Medicine 

MD, CCFP, FCFP, 
Clinical Assistant 

Professor 
- 

Michael Bertram 

Swedish 
University of 
Agricultural 
Sciences 

Wildlife, Fish, and 
Environmental 

Studies 
Assistant Professor michael.bertram@slu.se 

Mili Roy University of 
Toronto Medicine Dr. Assistant Professor mili.roy49@gmail.com 
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Rainer Lohmann University of 
Rhode Island Oceanography Professor rlohmann@uri.edu 

Razegheh 
Akhbarizadeh 

University of 
Toronto Earth Sciences Postdoctoral Fellow r.akhbarizadeh@utoronto.ca 

Robert Stowe University of 
British Columbia 

Psychiatry and 
Neurology MD, Clinical Professor bobstowe@mail.ubc.ca 

Roxana Suehring 
Toronto 

Metropolitan 
University 

Chemistry and 
Biology Assistant Professor roxana.suehring@torontomu.ca 

Ryan Sullivan Carnegie Mellon 
University Chemistry 

Professor; Associate 
Director, Institute for 

Green Science 
rsullivan@cmu.edu 

Sébastien Sauvé Université de 
Montréal Chemistry Professor sebastien.sauve@umontreal.ca 

Sharon Dodd CAPE - MD CCFP maddoc98@hotmail.com 

Shira Joudan University of 
Alberta Chemistry Assistant Professor joudan@ualberta.ca 

Tony R. Walker Dalhousie 
University 

Resource and 
Environmental 

Studies 
Professor trwalker@dal.ca 

Trevor VandenBoer York University Chemistry Associate Professor tvandenb@yorku.ca 

Tyler Dow Ontario Tech 
University - PhD Candidate tyler.dow1@ontariotechu.net 

Warren Bell  CAPE - Past Founding 
President, CAPE cppbell@web.ca 

Xenia Trier University of 
Copenhagen 

Environmental 
Analytical 
Chemistry 

Associate Professor xt@plen.ku.dk 

Xianming Zhang Concordia 
University 

Chemistry and 
Biochemistry Professor xianming.zhang@concordia.ca 

 
CAPE: Canadian Association of Physicians for the Environment 
FRCSC: Fellow of The Royal College of Physicians of Canada 
FRCSC: Fellow of The Royal College of Surgeons of Canada 
CCFP: College of Family Physicians of Canada 


